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1. Name of Property
historic name  Kingman United States Post Office
other names/site number Same

2. Location

street & number 425 N, Main Street L] not for publication

city, town Kingman [ Jvicinity

state  Kansas code KS county Xingman code 095 zip code 67068

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ lprivate building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local [ ] district 1 buildings
[l public-State D site sites
m public-Federal |:| structure structures

(] object objects

B |

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Kansas Post Offices that Contain Treasury listed in the National Register __Q

Department Section Artwork, 1936-1942
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

_f As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
I nomination [_| request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
| National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the prdpé(ty [}Z]meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
f .+ .ww. V.o, State Historic Preservation Officer February 27, 1989
Signa'ture of certifying official i S : Date
| Kansas Stats Historical Society
| State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeels Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

| Signature of commenting or other official Date

| State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

j entered in the National Register.
: See continuation sheet.

[ Jdetermined eligible for the National
Register. || See continuation sheet.

[Jdetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_Iremoved from the National Register.
Eother. (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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K

Ar~QNo

Yelo



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government: Post Office Government: Post Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick

20th Century Revival: Classical walls _ Brick

Revival

roof Asphal t

other Limestone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Kingman United States Post Office (c. 1940-1941) is located at 425

N. Main Street in Kingman, Kingman County, Kansas (pop. 3,563). The

one story, truncated hipped roof, red brick building has an eastern

facade orientation. A one story, one bay flat roofed wing projects

from both the south and north elevations. The building measures approximately
fifty-five feet from north to south and sixty-three feet from east to

west. A double door pierces the center of the building's facade, surmounted
by a large arched transom. Steps lead up to the doorway. Two large,
multi-paned, 1/1 double hung window flank the doorway. The facade corners
on the main unit are bevelled at a forty-five degree angle. One large,
multipaned 1/1, double hung window pierces the facade elevations of

the wings. Similar fenestration is employed on the lesser elevations.

This post office is an example of the smaller class C or D standardized
design type that was repeated throughout the country during the 1930s

and 1940s.

The mural, "In the Days of the Cattlemen's Picnic", was installed on

the south wall of the Kingman Post Office lobby above the postmaster's

door. This is the traditional location for Section artwork in the smaller
class C and D post offices. "In the Days of the Cattlemen's Picnic"

i1s an egg tempera on canvas mural depicting preparations for a rodeo

that was part of the annual celebration put on by the Cattlemen's Association
of Kingman. Cowboys herd cattle and horses around the corral as men

and women lean against the fence and others watch the activity from

horseback and a bicycle. Wilbur employs a primary palette of dusty

beige, burnt seina, and green for the mural.

The mural was installed on July 1, 1942. It measured 11'2" by 5'8 3/4"
before installation and is surmounted by a cornice moulding. The mural
was painted on a coarse cotton canvas that was coated with a thin gesso.
The tempera medium was based on a lean-medium emulsion of egg, linseed

oil and water. A coat of emulsion was applied after the painting was
thoroughly dry but it was not varnished. Wilbur suggested cleaning

the mural gently with a soft sponge or rag, using as little water (or
water and Ivory soap) as possible. In cleaning strokes she emphasized
following the forms of the picture rather than using horizontal, vertical,
or circular motions. If needed, the picture could be blotted dry with

!__XI See continuation sheet






