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1. Name

historic Fromme-Birney “Round" Barn

and or common Same

2. Location

street & number NE%, NWy%, NW%, NE%, S16-T29-R20 ____not for publication
city, town Mullinville _X_ vicinity of
state Kansas code 20 county Kiowa code 097
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
__ district —— public ___ occupied 2 agriculture —__ museum
__Xbuilding(s) _X_private _X_ unoccupied —__ commercial —___park
— structure — . both — work in progress — educational —__ private residence
e G HER Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
—_ object N/Ain process _X_yes: restricted — government — scientific

N/A being considered . yes: unrestricted — industrial ___ transportation

—__'no — military we SORENOT

4. Owner of Property

name Phyllis Birney

street & number 750 S. Ocean Blvd., Apt. 1, South

city, town Boca Raton ____vicinity of state Florida 33432

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kiowa County Clerk

street & number Kiowa County Courthouse

city, town Greensburg . state Kansas 67054

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title N/A has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _> no

date N/A —federal ___state ___county ____ local

depository for survey records N/A

city,town  N/A state N/A




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—___excellent ___ deteriorated _*_ unaltered _X_original site
_X_good ___ ruins —_ ailtered —__ moved date
PR 11 — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Fromme-Birney “"Round" Barn (ec. 1908-1912) is located on the NE%, NWy, NW,
NE%, S16-T29-R20 in Kiowa County, Kansas, southwest of Mullinville (pop.339). The
one-story, sixteen-sided, frame barn is covered by a double pitch, domical roof. The
barn is constructed on the basis of sixteen parts for each major unit, all parts being
equal. '

Sixteen major units comprise the roof, wooden shingles cover the roof, each unit
is bounded by galvanized metal strips. A sixteen-sided cupola vent surmounts the roof.
The cupola's roof is a miniature reproduction of the double pitch domical roof it surmounts.
A metal weathervane alights the cupola's apex.

The barn stands exactly on an east-west axis, with its facade entry facing east.
The barn measures seventy feet across from all opposite cormers. Fach exterior bay
measures fourteen feet across. The barn stands almost fifty feet tall, each wall panel
stands ten feet tall and is sided with clear white pine. The wall panels are finished
with corner posts, excepting two groupings where the posts have disappeared.

The double door opening which marks the facade is flanked by two wall panels with
central windows. Wall panels with a door surmounted by a small window are alternately
placed between the single window panels. Many of the shutters and doors are gone.

A sixteen-sided granary stands in the center of the barn on the first floor.
The granary measures sixteen feet across from all opposite corners. A wagon area measuring
thirteen feet wide "encircles" the granary. Fourteen trapezoidal stalls measuring
fourteen feet in length and fourteen feet at their widest part line the exterior wall
spaces on the first floor. Tongue and groove clear white pine boards side the stalls
and the granary.

A semi-free span roof rises almost forty feet above the hay loft, all of the roof
trusswork is exposed. Several holes in the roof are apparent but this is the only
deterioration evident in the structure.

The Fromme-Birney "Round” Barn stands as the only extant structure associated with
the Fromme farmstead. It no longer houses draft horses. It is used for feed storage
and shelters several large owls.






