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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mitchell County Courthouse is a large two and one-half story post rock building
that was designed in the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Post rock is a type of lime-
stone found in Kansas in an area covering over three million acres, stretching from the
Nebraska border near Mahaska almost directly southwest to a few miles north of Dodge
City. This stone was extensively used by the early settlers as a substitute for wooden
fence posts, which were scarce, costly and not resistant to prairie fires, hence its
name. The stone is generally located directly under the topsoil in much of the region;
it is uniform in depth, seldom being less than eight or more than twelve inches thickj
it is soft enough to shape with a chisel when freshly quarried, and it hardens after
being exposed to the air. The stone itself is a creamy-buff color that generally has
a brown streaked layer somewhere near the center. This native limestone became the
traditional building material in the area.

The Mitchell County Courthouse measures 95 feet on the east and west facades and
75 feet 8 inches on the north and south-sides. The courthouse has been trimmed with
Warrensburg sandstone and rests on a Cottonwood Falls limestone foundation. The court-

house square, which is densely planted,is located to the east of the main business street
in Beloit. ;

The main facade, which faces west, is dominated by a 110 feet tall square tower.
The entrance is protected by a one story porch with a Syrian archway. This arch has
been repeated in the flat arch around the actual doorway. The impost blocks have been
intricately carved with vegetative forms. The squat pillars which support the two
arches are polished Missouri red granite. The inscription, "19<ERECTED-01" has been
carved in relief above the archway. A series of small arches are cut out of the stone
balustrade above the date. The tower which rises for six stories above the porch is
divided by the irregularly spaced dressed stone string courses. A Seth Thomas clock
with dials on all four faces and a 1500 pound bell are installed in the tower. The

tower is capped with a pointed spire and a flag staff which rises more than 130 feet
above the ground.

The west facade has been symmetrically designed around the tower. The facade
is divided horizontally by wide bands of cut stone at the first and second floor levels,
and below the cornice line. The cornerstone, which is engraved with the names of the
three county commissioners, architect, contractor and superintendent,has been placed
in the wide stone bank that separates the foundation from the first story on the north
corner. A vertical rhythm has been set up by the projecting end wings which have
been further emphasized by the slightly projecting three story wall dormers. The
windows are set off by Warrensburg stone lintels and sills. A1l windows on the second
story have transoms while those on the projecting wings and the wall dormers above the
cornice 1ine have fanlights set in round-headed arches.

The north and south facades have been similarly designed. The central element
on these facades is a slightly projecting three story wall dormer flanked by chimneys
which accents the Syrian archway on the first story. This arch repeats the design

of the archway on the west facade though access is by a straight side staircase which
faces west.







