NPS Form 10-800 OMB No. 10024-0018
Oct. 1980

United States Deparfment of the interior NATIONAL REGISTER
National Park Service LISTED

National Register of Historic Places APR ¢ 8 2009

Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properfies and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the Nafional
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1. Name of Property

Historic name Brown Bamn

Other namelsite number /05 A6 7O~ 00/83
2. Locafion

Street & number 5879 CR4300 ] not for publication

City or town Independence {1 vicinity

State Kansas Code K8 County Montgomery  Code 125 Zip code 67301

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
[T request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and mests the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pari 60. in my opinion, the property
meets [_1 doss not meet the Nafional Register criteria. { recommend that this properiy be considered significant

wy i1 stateué B locally. (] See continuation sheet for addifional comments.)
Litbplhee DSHPO  9-I5-07
Signature of cenifwialﬁme Date

Kansas State Histrical Society

State or Federal agency and bureay

in my opinion, the property [ mests [] does not meet the National Register criferia. ([] See continuztion shest for additional
Comments.)

Signature of commenting official [Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, National Park Service Certification

| herby certify that the property is Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

[] entered in the Nafiona! Register.
[ see continuation shest.
71 determined eligibie for the Nationst
Register
{7 ses continuation sheet.
[ determined not eligible for the
National Register
{71 removed from the National
Register
] other, (explain?)




Brown Bam

Monigomery, Kansas

Name of Propery

County and State

8, Classification

Ownership of Properiy Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box)
private 5 buildings
{ ] publiclocal ] district
{7 public-State [site
1 public-Federal ] structure
{1 abject

Name of related mulfiple properdy listing
{Enter "N/A® If property is not part of a multiple properly fisiing.)

Number of Resources within Property
{Do not inclsde previousiy listed resources in fhe count.)

Contributing Monconiributing
1 buitdings
siles
structures
objects
1 fotal

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Historic Agricuiture-Related Resources of Kansas N/A
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Funcfions

(Enter Categeries from instructions)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSITENCE: Animal Facility

{Enter categories from insiructions)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSITENCE: Animal Facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from insiructions)

QTHER: Barn

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation: STONE: Sandstone

Walls: STONE: Sandstone

Narrative Descripfion

Roof:  WOOD/ASPHALT

Other:

{Descrive the historic and cumrent condifion of the proparty on one or more continuation sheels.)



Brown Barn

Name of Property

Montgomery, Kansas

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the critera quaiifying the
property for National Regisier

<K A Properly is associated with events that have made a
sigaificant contribution fo the broad patterns of our
history

s Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

€ Propery embodies fhe distincfive characteristics

of a type, paricd, or method of consfruction or

represents the work of 2 master, or possesses
High artistic values, of represents a significant and
disfinguishabie entity whose components lack
individual distinciion.

[:}. D Property has yielded, or ¥kely fo yiald,
informaion important in prehistery or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply )

Properiy is:

B A owned by a refigious insfitution or used for
relfigious purposes.

1B removed from I ofiginal Ication.

7] ¢ abisthplace or grave,

C1b acematery.

7] E a reconstructed buiiding, object, or structure.

{:I F a commemorative property.

{71 G less than 50 years of age or achievad sighificance

within the past 50 years

Narrafive Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

ca, 1885-1955

Significant Dates

1885

Bignificant Person
{Caomplete if Crilerion B is marked above)

NA

Cultural Affiliation

NA

Architect/Buiider

Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

{Cite the books, arficles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more confinuation sheels.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS}:

"1 prefiminary determination of individual fisting (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
[ previously fisted in the Nafional Register

(] previously determined eligible by the Nafional Register

[] designated a Nafional Historic Landmark
(] recorded by Historic American Buitdings Survey
#

[} recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data;
State Historic Preservation Office
[} Other Stale agency '
{7} Federal agency
{1 Local government
] University
{7 Cther

Name of repository:




Brown Bamn ‘ Monigomery, Kansas

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  less than 1 acre

UTM References 3
{Place zddiional UTM references on a confinuation sheet,) | I I ? |
1
Zone Easfing Northing

14 J2jel3frjojo [2a]T 3]s]6l1]8] 4
Zane Easting Northing
2 I Pl L1

| l 1 l i |

_ 3 See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
{Deszribe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.}

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a confinuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Namefiitle Christy Davis

Organizaion Davis Preservation Date 5/30/2008

Strest & number 909 1/2 Kansas Ave, Suile 7 Telephone  785-234-5053

City or fown Topeka State K8 Zip code 86612

Addiional Documentation

Submit the following ems with the completed form:
Confinuation Sheets

Maps
AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or nUMETOUS resouces.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items '

{Check with SHPO or FPQ for any addifional ftems)

Property Owner
Name Jim and Linda Srith
Strest & number 4180 CRB000 Telephone  (620) 331-4278
City of fown independence State Kansas Zipcode 67301

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for appiications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for fisting or
defermine eligibility for listing, ® list proparfies, and to amend existing fistngs. Response to this request s raquired fo oblein a benefi in accordance with the National Historic

Preservation Act, as amended {16) U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement; Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and compiefing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form o the Chisf, Adminisirative Services
Division, Nasional Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washingion, DC 200137127, and the Cffice of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reguctions Projects {1024-0018),

Washington, BC 20503
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7. Narrative Description

The Brown Barn is located in north-central Monigomery County, approximately three miles northeast of the
unincorporated town of Sycamore and ten miles north of independence (pop. 9848). The property is in the
northwest guarter of Section 21 of the Sycamore Township. The bam is located on the east side of 2300 Road,
south of the intersection with 6000 Road.

The Brown farmstead, established ¢. 1880, straddies 2300 Road. The barn, built into a hill, overlooks the west
half of the farmsiead. The barn is the dominant historic structure on the farm. Other resources located on the
east half of the farmstead include a frame granary, a small stone hog shed, and multiple grain bins, all located
south of the bamn. A two-story farmhouse, also constructed of native stone, is the primary structure on the west
side of the road. The historic house has experienced multiple contemporary additions and does not retain
sufficient historic integrity for listing. Other buildings on the west side of the road inciude a metal carport,
modern machine shed, a frame chicken house, and small stone building reportedly used as a house while the
house and barn were being consiructed.

The 2 % story sandstone and wood barn is rectangular in massing, oriented north to south. The building has a
gabled roof with a gabled wall dormer in the center of the east facade. Modern composition shingles were
installed ten years ago. This is the second layer of composition shingles added to the original wood shingle roof.
The barn's long east elevation is nestled into a bluff out of which the stone for the barn was quarried. Like those
of all bank barns, both the upper and lower levels of the Brown Barn may be accessed at grade. The lower level
is accessible through four arched openings that form an arcade along the barn’s west elevation and a single
arched opening on its south elevation. The upper level is accessible at grade through a broadside door opening
on the east elevation, accessible from a limestone drive between the biuff and the barn’s east elevation. The
upper level is also accessible through three additional openings, inciuding a hay hood, on the south elevation
and a centered hay door (at the floor level of the haymow) on the west and south elevations. There is only a
single opening, a small masonry opening, on the north elevation.

The barn was construcied of sandstone, quarried from its site. The large stones are laid in regular courses. The
field stones are rough-hewn. The stones at openings, including the arched openings, are hand tooled and
squared. .Each stone is marked with a dimple that appears to have aided in hoisting the heavy material into
place. Wood framing supports the interior floors and gabled roof. The gable ends, on the north and south
elevations and above the eniry on the east eievation, are clad in board and batten.

The barn is in fair to good condition and has been well maintained with a sound roof and painted siding. A
recent storm lifted some of the shingles on the barns northwest corner. The masonry is generally in good
condition, although there is some structural damage to the barn’s northwest corner. There is widespread ioose
and missing mortar. However, this does not appear o be affecting the overall sound condition of the masonry
because the mortar joints are so narrow. Recent heavy ice storms and snow have affected the interior truss
system. To address these concerns, the owners have added additional structural supports and gusset plates to
shore up the roof trusses.



NP5 Form 10-800-2 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas MPS Brown Barn
Section Number 7 Page 2 Montgomery County, Kansas

The plan configuration is quite simple and not atypical of the property type because of the opening on the broad
side. The barn’s lower level is designed o house two principal spaces, The east half of the iower ievel was
designed as a loafing shed, accessed through the arched openings on the west and south elevations. A stone
wall divides the ioafing shed from the milking parior. Milking stanchions, which do not appear to be original to
the barn’s construction, line the east half of the ground fioor. A small stair at the back (east) of the stanchions
rises to the barn's hay floor, aiso accessible via the broadside opening on the east elevation through the central
wall dormer. The main floor has an open fioor plan and was used as a traditional haymow, interrupted only by a
small granary on its southwest corner. The barn’s framing, which consists of sistered lumber, is exposed and in
some places has been reinforced with steel gusset plates. As was typical of Bank Barns, the haymow was
accessible at grade, through the drive-in dormer in the center of the east facade. A hay wagon couid be driven
into the mow to be unloaded. However, uniike most Bank Barns, the Brown Barn also has a hay track typical of
traditional two-story barmns. This bam was designed with two means for loading hay into the mow, lified into the
mow using a traditional hay fork or sling and the haytrack on the south end of the barn, or from a wagon driven
into the barn.

The Brown Barn embodies the distinguishing features of the Bank Barn property type and the interior and
exterior of the barn retain a high degree of historic integrity, clearly portraying the barn’s original design and use.
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8. Statement of Significance

The Brown Barn in Montgomery County is being nominated to the National Register under the Multiple
Property Submission-Hisforic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas (Davis and Spencer, 2008). The barn
- s significant under Criterion A and C in the areas of Agriculture and Architecture. The barn is an outstanding
exampie of the “Bank Barn” property type and reflects the vernacular tradition of using locally available
materials — sandstone quarried on the farm. The barn overlooks the farmstead and represents the important
role of the barn as the dominant and essential building on early Kansas farms.

Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas MPS

Although bank barns were constructed during all periods of agricultural development through the early twentieth
century, they were the design most commonly employed by the state's early setilers, particularly those who
settled in the state’s hilly regions. Bank barns are characterized by their on-grade access to two levels, either
through the use of a natural or soil bank or by a constructed ramp. The first level is usually reserved for animal
shelter. The second level is reserved for hay storage. Because bank barns provide for at-grade access to the
interior of the haymow, they do not require hay doors or hay hoods to allow for access fo the haymow from the
exterior. Most Kansas Bank Barns are 2 % stories high and have gabled roofs.’

The Brown Barn is a good representative of the Bank Barn property type. Among its character-defining features
are its gabled roof, on-grade access {o two levels and local stone construction. The ramp oh the east side
provides drive-in access to the barn’s haymow, which provided for ample stacks of loose hay, in this barn, the
farmer could also pile hay to the rafters by hoisting loose hay through the hay door in the south-side gabie. Hay,
or feed stored in the haymow granary, could easily be transferred from the haymow to the animal sheiter below
by way of a frap door located at the broadside entrance on the barn’s east elevation.

The Brown Bam

The Brown Barn was constructed ca. 1885 by farmer James B. Brown (ca. 1840-1911). Brown and his wife
Samantha (1851-unknown) purchased the property from Theodore Lockwood in 1880,* James Brown served in
the New York Cavalry during the Civil War.® Before moving to Kansas, these multi-generational New Yorkers
had been living and farming in Aurora, New York, where they had accumulated a $5000 estate by 1870.°

At the time the Browns bought their Montgomery County farm, they had three sons, George (13), Harry (7) and
James (3).° According to local legend, the sons were involved in the barn’s construction. However, given their
young ages and the guality of the barn’s sandstone construction, it is more likely that the barn was constructed
by experienced masons. That the Browns may have hired help constructing the barn is evidenced by the fact
that, despite their wealth, which would have allowed them to purchase the land, the Browns took out a2 $1000

' Christy Davis and Brenda Spencer, Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas Multiple Property Nomination to the National
Regtster 2008. p47-49.
2 Abstract.
*U. 8. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865.
41870 U. S. Census.
® 1880 U. S. Census.
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mortgage in 188C. The nﬁortgage was released in 1885.° According to Civil War pension records, James Brown
was disabled and began receiving a pension in 1891 g

A ghost sign on the side of the barn that reads “Home of the Duroc Hog and Hereford Cow,” may provide a clue

as to the Brown's operation. Red hogs, precursors to Duroc Hogs, were first bred in New York and New Jersey

in the early nineteenth century and were brought west by eastern farmers like James Brown. Likewise, Hereford
cattle were also introduced to the United States through New York breeders who showed them at the New York

State Fair in 1844. Unfortunately, little concrete evidence about the Browns' farm operation exists.

In 1902, the Browns retired o Independence after selling the farm for $6000 to Charles (Charlie) Zutz, the son of
German Independence merchant August Zutz. At the time he purchased the Brown Farm, Charlie Zutz was 28
years oid and single. In 1903, Zutz donated one acre of the land for a school for School District #17. ® When this
school burned, the land reverted back to the Smiths, subsequent landowners.® In 1910, the year Zuiz sold the
farm to Anna E. Berry and Effie L. Vinall, Charlie was living with his father and also working as a merchant.
Charlie and four siblings, by then all in their late twenties and early thirties, were all single and living in their
parents’ household."

Anna Berry and her daughter, Effie Vinall, were both widows when they purchased the farm from Charlie Zutz in
1910. Anna and Effie owned the farm during good times. Not only did the Golden Age of Agriculiure offer high
crop prices, but also Southeast Kansas was experiencing oit fever. Anna and Effie entered into various ol
leases. After her mother's death on December 12, 1918, Anna continued to run the farm.”" Anna and Effie may
have converted the farm to a dairy operation.

in 1934, Effie sold the farm to Azmon Smith (1876-1964) and his wife Carrie, who moved to Montgomery County
from Okiahoma.™ In the late 1940s, when Azmon moved to town, his son Leo Smith (1911-1989) and his wife
Nora Mae Catron Smith (1817-2005) moved info the stone house. The Smiths operated a dairy. However, they
quit dairying in the late 1940s or early 1950s when Leo was diagnosed with undulant fever, a bacterial disease
associated with raw milk. Leo and Nora Mae Smith had two children, Barbara and Jim. Leo died in 1998. His
son Jim Smith and his wife Linda have owned the farm since Nora Mae died in 2005.% Jim continues to farm the
original Brown place and lives nearby. His daughter lives on the Brown Farm.

® Abstract.
" Civil War Pension tndex.
® Abstract. )
5 Jim and Linda Smith (farmers and landowners), interview by Christy Davis, Brown Farm, May 23, 2008.
'® 1910 U. S. Census.
" Abstract.
2 Ibid.
*® Interview; Social Security Death Index,
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Summary

The Brown Barn is significant as an outstanding representative of the Bank Barn property type. Its
construction in a bluff overlooking the farmstead portrays the defining characteristic of the property type. As
one of the first buildings constructed on the farm by the Brown family in the 1880s, the building also refiects
the prominent and essential role that barns played on early Kansas farms, designed for the multiple functions
of sheltering livestock and storing hay. The Brown Barn is being nominated to the National Register under
the Multiple Property Submission-Historic Agricufture-Refated Resources of Kansas under Criterion C as an
“example of the “Bank Barn Property” Type and under Criterion A in the area of Agriculture.

9. Bibliography

Abstract. Brown Farm.

Census Data. State of Kansas and United States Federal Census.

Civil War Pension index. :

Davis, Christy and Brenda Spencer. “Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas,” Multiple Property
Nomination to the National Register, 2008,

Jim and Linda Smith (farmers and landowners). Interview by Christy Davis, May 23, 2008.

Spencer, Brenda. Kansas Historic Properties Survey Form for Brown Barn, Ociober 6, 2007,

U. S. Civil War Soidiers, 1861-1865.

10. Geographic Data

Verbal Boundary Description- ‘

The nominated property includes the Brown Barn, constructed ca. 1885, and includes a perimeter of 20 feet of
land surrounding the barn. The barn is located on the Brown Farmstead, which is located in the northwest
quarter of Section 21, Township 31, Range 16, Montgomery County, Kansas. The farmstead straddies 4300
Road, south of its junction with 6000 Road. The barn lies east of 4300 Road.

Boundary Justification :

The nomination is restricted fo the Brown Barn; it is physically separated from the other secondary farm buildings
and structures on the east half of the farmstead. Although the original house remains on the west half of the
farmstead, it has been modified over time in a manner so that it does not retain sufficient integrity for national
register listing.
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Montgomery County, Kansas

Additional Documentation

Photoaraphs

Photographer: Brenda R. Spencer; Christy Davis
October 2007; May 2008
Kansas State Historic Preservation Office and author hold original digital image files

Date:
Original Files:

Photo #

CO~-N®OOohN-

Camera Direction

Description

Northeast
Northwest
Southeast
Southwest
Southeast
East

East
South
North
South
Southwest
Northeast
East

Exterior, South and West Elevations. (Spencer)

Exterior, South and East Elevations. (Davis)

Exterior, North and West Elevations. (Spencer)

Exterior, North Elevation, showing small ventilation opening. (Davis)
Exterior, Close-up of archways on West and South elevations. (Davis)
Exterior, Close-up of ghost sign on West elevation. (Davis)

Bluff sast of barn where stone was quarried. (Davis)

Interior, overall view of haymow. (Davis)

Interior, hay door. (Davis)

Interior, door opening in stone. (Davis)

Interior, granary in southwest corner of haymow. (Davis)

Interior, stalis in lower level. (Davis)

Interior, close-up of additional supports in lower level, added ca. 1940s.
(Davis)
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