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Council Grove Kansas 66846
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Morris County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administratio
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CONDITION
gg Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair

(Check One)

0 Altered g Unaltered

(Check One)

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed

(Check One)

0 Moved B Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Last Chance Store is a primitive rectangular building

constructed of hand-hewn native limestone. The stones vary in

size and are randomly coursed. Moderate quoining occurs at the

corners. Windows and doors are simple rectangular openings

with rough stone sills and flat smoothed stone lintels. The

one room, one-story structure has a double gable roof of wood

shingles. A very simple cornice treatment graces the gable ends.

It is a good example of a transitional stage between
~rontier style and Plains Vernacular architecture.
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The Last Chance Store was erected in 1857 by Tom Hill on the

north side of the Santa :Fetrail, some five blocks west of the

Neosho river crossing at Council Grove. At the time it was the
last store in the settlement going west on the trail I hence its
name. (It was also one of the first stores in the settlement.)

The building housed post office facilities for several years
and also served as a government trading house. On August 2, 1858,

it was the polling place when the people voted on the Lecoropton
Constitution. It was for a time the last opportunity for freighters

bound for Santa :Feto pick up supplies for their journey, and

apparently also a place where the Kaw Indians from the nearby
reservation could trade for manufactured goods. In later years the

structure was a residence and at present serves as a storehouse

for the owner's antique collection.

The Last Chance Store is significant for its connection with

the Santa Fe trail trade and the early development of Council Grove.
The Last Chance Store and the Hays Tavern are the two oldest

commercial buildings in Council Grove, both constructed in 1857.
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Richard D. Pankratz Sites

1971

ORGANIZATION

Kansas State Historical Society
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120 West Tenth St.
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As thedesignatedState Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

",valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park ServIce. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National 0 State ~ Local 0

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Directo" Office of Arche%llY and Historic Preservation
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Nyle H. Miller
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Keeper of The National RetJister
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