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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANMD ORIGIMNAL (if known) PHYSICAL APRPEARANCE

Austin Bridge, a bowstring arch, was built in 1877 by the King Iron

Bridge Company of Cleveland, Ohio. It is made of wrought iron, but
spparently does have some stringers made of steel. The floor is wood
planking svpported by steel stringers.

The bridge spans the Neosho Hiver and originally stood east of The
¢ity of Chanubte, where Kansas highway 39 presently crosses the river. In
1910 A.YM, Blodget was conbracted to move the bridge three miles downstream
| to an sbandoned townsite knowm then and now as Austin,

When constructed in 1877 the bridge, as evidenced by photographs

' But when the bridge was moved it was lengthen by adding a glrder span at

| one end and a Pratt (bedsbead) truss at the other. Bven so, no structural
| changes have ever been made to the bowstring arch itgelf.

i On March 16, 1972, Austin Bridge was closed to vehicle traffic. The
| weakness found was not in the bowstring but in the Pratt truss. The bridge
' is, according to the Neosho County Engineer, perfectly safe when used as é.

- oot bridge. _
- In the fall of 1976, after a new bridge was opened one mile dowms:
‘stream, the county removed the girder span and wood planking as a prelude

| the bridge -~ the girder span and wood planking are being held by the
county and could be put back in their place, Ho real harm has been done to
- the bridge. - ' '

There is a strong county wide effort being made to have the br:i.dge
Fpreserved as a histordcal londmark and a small mvers:.de park establlshed
F ot the site by the county. ' '

See attachment for diagram of Austin Bridge.

 dating before 1910, was supported at each end by a foundation made of stone. |

| to tearing down the bridge, Strong public outery halted the plans to destroy _
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STATEMENT OF SIGNFFICANCE

This application is being made due to the importance to our
engineering heritage of the bowstring arched span of the Austin Bridge.
This bowstring, built in 1877, is an early example of iron bridge
- construction and it amt %k is extremely rare to £ind a span of this
' length -- 160 feet, the
The Austin Bridge iswvery last bowstring arched brldge atdll

' - standing in the state of Kansas.

1 When Thomas Barr, Historic Sites Archeologist-for the Kansas State
. Historical Soclety, saw this bridge in the spring of 1976 he recogniszed

it as being a now rare example of brldge construction, bu‘c. he was not

- of the engineering firm Cook, Flatt, & S’orobel, TOpeka, who does bridge
surveys for the state, It was confirmed by Mr, Heisler that the Au@:’{.ﬁ
Bridge is the last of its kind in the state.

first bridges to span the Neosho River in Neosho Counby. It played a very
morbant role in opem.ng UD e maklng easy access == the northwest

. corner of the county. 7

We believe that the Austin Bridge beirig an early example of wrought

iron bridge construction, which has now become very rare, and-b'eing the .

3 mmortant part of our engmeerlng hern.’bage and should be entered inbo
' the National Register of Historic Places.

sure as bto how rare it was, Mr, Barr then checked with R:l.chard L.,,Helsler

The Austin Bridge, when it stood at its original site, was one of the |

1ast bowstring arched bridge in the state of Kansa.s it has become a very




Istin Bridge File in the office of the Neosho'County Engineer, Neosho

County Courthouse, Erie, Kansas 66733.
Richard L. Heisler, engineer license #6331; Cook, Flatt, & Strobel,

6111 West 29th Street, Topeka, Kansas 6661,
Thomas Barr, Archeologist, Kansas State Historical Soc., Topeka, KS 66612,
Charles Ingle, Neosho County Engineer, Weosho County Courthouse,

Erie, Kensas 66733.

LATITUDE AND LORGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LOMGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds [ Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ' " ° s " o ' v o ' n
NE o . L [+] 3 n
SE 4] ' n -] ] n
SW [=] ¥ E] o ] L]

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNT!ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE | COUNTY - o B CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: ’ CODE
STATE: o . CODE | COUNTY: CODE

2f ;ﬁé ; /. prért E; Hosack, President
! . DATE

ORGANIZA |‘ON
Neosho Valley Historical Society - Nov, 9,1976
STREET AND NUMBER:

P.0, Box 775, 201 Fast Main Street

CITY CR TOWHN: . STATE . . CODE

Chanute ' Kansas 66720

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

KNational Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

A Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [ Local [
Date
Name
ATTEST;
Title
Keeper of The National Register
Date Date
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