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Famous explorers Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark traveled to the Pacific Ocean 
and back. They were the first explorers to 
complete this lengthy and dangerous trip. 
Their route took them through areas that 
would eventually become eleven states. 
One of the states was Kansas. 

They arrived in Kansas on June 26, 
1804 in three boats with 46 men, four 
horses and a dog. They set up camp at 
Kaw Point, where the Missouri and Kansas 
Rivers meet. Today this is Kansas City. 

Lewis and Clark's expedition spent 
July 4, 1804 in Kansas. They named two 
creeks near present-day Atchison: Fourth 
of July Creek and Independence Creek. 
Twenty of the 863 days of this expedition 
were spent in Kansas. 

Members of the Lewis and Clark expedition wore dress uniforms to 
celebrate Independence Day near Atchison in 1804. 

In His Words 

Lewis wrote in his diary on the 
evening of July 4, 1804: 

A gentle breeze from the south 
carried us 11 1 /4 miles this day, past 

two islands, one a small willow
island, the other large, and called 

by the French Isle des Vaches or 
Cow Island. At the head of this 
island ... is a large pond, containing 
beaver, and fowl of different kinds .... 
The land is fine along the river, and 
for some distance back. We 
observed black walnut trees and the 
buck's-eye tree with the nuts on it. 

The morning of the 4th of 
July was announced by the 
discharge [firing} of our gun, at one 
mile we reached the mouth of the 
creek ... One of our men was bitten by 
a snake, but a poultice [medicine 
patch} of bark and gunpowder was 
sufficient to cure the wound. 
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List the plants and animals Lewis 
observed on July 4 in Kansas. 

Animals: 
1. 

----------

2. _______ _

3. _______ _

Plants and Trees: 

1. _________ _

2. _________ _
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Zebulon Pike 
Before Lewis and Clark returned from 
their expedition, Zebulon Pike began his. 
In 1803 President Jefferson bought the 
Louisiana Territory from France. This 
deal was known as the Louisiana 
Purchase. Three years later Lieutenant 
Zebulon Pike began exploring parts of 
this new land belonging to the United 
States. His travels brought him through 
Kansas. He crossed the middle of the 
state from east to west. 

While in Kansas, one of his horses 
carrying supplies fell into the Solomon 
River. Pike reports that the horse "wet 
his load" and it had to be unpacked and 
dried. He knew that where he was going 
he could not replace supplies. And his 
mission depended on his scientific 
instruments, trade goods, and military 
equipment. 

2006 marked the 200th anniversary of 
Zebulon Pike's journey. Pike is most 
famous for the Colorado mountain 
named after him - Pike's Peak. 

Zebulon Montgomery Pike 
Bicentennial Commemoration 
medallion. 

In His Words 

On the rivers ... , it appears to me 
to be only possible to introduce a 
limited population on their banks ... the 

wood now in the country would not be 
sufficient (enough) for a moderate 

share of the population [to live] more 
than 15 years, and it would be out of the 

question to think of using any of it in 
manufacture [to build houses]. 

In the vast country of which I speak, we find 

In Your 

Words 

the soil generally dry and sandy, with gravel, 
and discover that the moment we approach 
a stream the land becomes more humid, 
with small timber [trees]. I therefore 

When Pike crossed 
through Kansas, he 
thought only a small part 
of it was suitable for living. 
He wrote that most of the 
area was too dry to live in, 
grow crops on, or to raise 
animals. What do you 
think? Was Pike right? 

conclude that this country never was 
timbered ... These vast plains of the 
western hemisphere may become in 
time as celebrated as the sandy deserts 
of Africa; for I saw in my route, in various 
places, {land] on which not a speck of 

vegetable matter existed. 
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Stephen Long 
In 1819 Major Stephen Long also explored the middle part of the 
United States (called the central plains). This was the first 
expedition to include a zoologist to study the animals, a 
geologist to study the rocks, and a botanist to study the plants. 
Long was the first to publish a U.S. atlas with state and territory 
maps. He called the central plains (including Kansas) the Great 
American Desert. 

In His words 

In regard to this extensive 

section of country, I do not 

hesitate in giving the opinion, that 

it is almost wholly unfit for 

cultivation [growing crops], and 

of course uninhabitable by a 

people depending on agriculture 

for their subsistence 

[living] ... The scarcity of wood 

and water will prove an ... 

obstacle in the way of settling 

the country. .. This region, 

however, ... may prove of infinite 

importance to the United 

States, inasmuch as it is 

calculated to serve as a barrier 

to prevent too great extension 

of our population westward, 

and secure against the 

incursions [entry] of any 

enemy. 
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In Your 

Words 
Long's reports were 
formal and official. Some 
people find them hard to 
read. See if you can 
rearrange the following 
words into a sentence 
that summarizes what 
Long said about Kansas. 

Words: 
Unfit, Is, Farming, Land, 
This, For. 

----- ■ 



The Path Finde.r 
In the mid-1800s, Colonel John C. Fremont 
explored the west. He was a soldier, explorer, 
and later a politician. In 1842 Fremont crossed 
Kansas on one of his trips. 

Fremont kept lots of notes about what he saw 
and did. He asked his wife to help him write a book 

This flag was carried to political rallies in support of 
a presidential candidate. 

about his trips west. Jessie Fremont turned out to be an 
excellent writer. Her stories of John's adventures captured the imagination of readers everywhere. 
Fremont became a national hero. 

He became a candidate for President of the United States in 1856. Kansas was a major topic 
during the campaign. Freestaters (those who did not want slavery in Kansas) and proslavery 
supporters (those who did) were battling each other. Fremont's campaign slogan was "Free Soil, 
Free Men, and Fremont - and Free Kansas." 

Think About It 
What does the "free" in Free Kansas mean? 

Explorers From Kansas 
Not only did explorers come to 

Kansas, they are Kansans. See if you can 
match the following Kansans with their claim 
to explorer fame. 

1 . "I was born in Chanute. I learned how to 
fly and explored the South Seas Islands, 
Borneo, and Africa. My husband and I were 
the first pilots to fly over Mt. Kilimanjaro and 
Mt. Kenya in Africa. Our films are our records 
of the places we explored. Who am I?" 

2. "I graduated from Burdett High School. I 
loved astronomy as a boy and made my 
own telescope. I am most famous for 
discovering Pluto. Who am I?"

3. "I am an astronaut from Topeka. I have 
explored outer space and set a record for 
circling the moon for 14 7 hours and 48 
minutes. I discovered a range of color on the 
moon never before seen! Who am I?"

Ron Evans 

Clyde Tombaugh 
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