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Kindergarten 
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“It’s Elementary:  Teaching with Primary Sources” 2011 
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Whittier Elementary, USD 500 

Kansas City, KS 

 
Overview: 

This lesson helps students identify technology in the past from primary source photographs, 

discuss how it compares to the present and explain how it meets or met people’s needs. Students 

will also identify a technology in the present which helps fulfill one of the categories of human 

needs. They will then draw an original picture and explain how this technology makes life better.  

 

Kansas Standards for History, Government, and Social Studies (2013):   

Standard #4: Societies experience continuity and change over time. 

 Benchmark 4.1– The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time 

and its impact on individuals, institutions, communities, states, and nations. 

 Benchmark 4.3 – The student will investigate an example of continuity and/or change and 

connect that continuity and/or change to a contemporary issue. 

 

Kansas College and Career Readiness Standards for English Language Arts.:  

W.K.8 – Students with guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or 

gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 

 

SL.K.1 – Students will participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about 

kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 

Technology: 

Creativity and Innovation – Students apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, 

or processes. 

 

Research and Information Fluency – Students locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and 

ethically use information from a variety of sources and media. 

 

Objectives: 

Content: 

 The student identifies technology in the past from primary source photographs. 

 The student explains how past technology in Kansas compares and contrasts to similar 

present-day technology. 

 The student explains how the specific technology meets people’s needs.  
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Skills: 

 The student draws an example of technology from the present which meets people’s 

needs in Kansas and explains how it helps. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How does technology help you? 

 How do people find new ideas? 

 

Resource Table 

 

Image Description Citation URL 

 

An informal portrait of Belle Jones 

Dresher, kneeling before the open 

oven of her new stove. Also visible 

are two pie pans, a match holder on 

the door frame behind the stove, the 

stove's flue and gas line, a teakettle, 

a throw rug, patterned wallpaper 

and linoleum, and a pair of slippers 

that have been placed along the 

baseboard to the right of the stove. 

Creator: Dresher, G. C.  

Date: August, 1907 

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/209278  

 

These photographs show two 

interior views of the Dunn house in 

Ottawa. One is of the living rooms 

and the other is the study or den. 

The home is located at Sixth and 

Cedar on the northeast corner. The 

photographs were donated by the 

Franklin County Historical Society 

Date: Between 1890 and 1910 

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/219633  

 

This photograph shows E.J. Pyles' 

reservoir in Garden City, Finney 

County, Kansas, including a 

windmill, several people, and some 

cattle. 

Creator: Wolf, Henry L. 1850-1924  

Date: Between 1890 and 1900  

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/214330  

 

A photograph of children sitting at 

their desks in a District 101 school, 

Cimarron, Kansas. 

Date: 1911-1912  

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/217508  

    

http://www.kansasmemory.org/locate.php?query=Dresher+G+C&restrict=creator
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209278
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209278
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209278
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/219633
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/219633
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/219633
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/214330
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/214330
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/214330
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217508
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217508
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217508
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Image Description Citation URL 

 

First school bus purchased by Alden 

School (Rice County), Consolidated 

School District No. 9, in 1920. 

Date: 1920 

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/215326  

 

Photo of Albin K. Longren's No. 6, 

Model G airplane surrounded by a 

group of unidentified people 

Date: Between 1911 and 1916  

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/210703  

 

An informal portrait of Omar F. 

Hawkins, 1890-1967, a Marysville, 

Kansas, photographer shown 

holding a small camera. The Omar 

Hawkins photograph collection at 

the Kansas Historical Society in 

Topeka, Kansas, includes thousands 

of Hawkins' photographs of 

Marysville and the surrounding 

region from the early 1920s through 

the mid 1930s. The entire collection 

is currently being scanned and parts 

of the collection are available on 

Kansas Memory as unit 216927. 

Creator: Hawkins, Omar F. (Omar 

Finlay), 1890-1967  

Date: Between 1925 and 1935  

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/210867  

 

A view of a young boy and a man 

looking at their new Chrysler 

automobile as it stands parked in 

front of the Lipscomb Blocker 

Motor Company at 704 Center 

Street in Marysville, Kansas. A dog 

is shown seated next to the boy on 

the car's running board. 

Creator: Hawkins, Omar F. (Omar 

Finlay), 1890-1967  

Date: September 7, 1929  

Kansas 

Historical 

Society, 

Kansas 

Memory 

http://www.kan

sasmemory.org

/item/210932  

 

Lesson plan 

Day 1 – Technology of the Past in Kansas 
1. Ask students to share their prior knowledge on what the meaning of technology is and if 

they can name examples of technology. 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/215326
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/215326
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/215326
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210703
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210703
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210703
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210867
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210867
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210867
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210932
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210932
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210932
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2. Define technology as a tool which helps make life better and meets our needs.  Give them 

an example of the computer. Ask them to share how the computer helps them. Guide 

students to think about the past long ago in our state of Kansas. Ask the students if they 

think people had computers and if they think people had technology. Explain the people 

of Kansas long ago in the past did not have computers, but they did have technology 

which helped them. 

3. Challenge the students to be researchers today.  They will work with a partner to find 

technology by looking at photographs from Kansas long ago. Display a sample 

photograph and model how to analyze the photograph by looking at all the details, 

discussing their findings with their partner and deciding what technology the photograph 

has. Give them a piece of paper with a hole cut out in the middle to assist them in 

focusing on details of the photograph. 

4. Show students how to access the primary source photographs which are listed in the 

Resource Table. Ways this could be accomplished: 

a. Print paper copies. 

b. Create links to the URL address. 

c. Insert into a multimedia presentation application for students to view. 

5. Give students several minutes to analyze each photograph. 

6. Assign one photograph specifically to each set of partners and ask them to discuss with 

their partner the technology they see from long ago.  

7. Ask them to discuss with their partner if the technology looks the same today in the 

present as it did long ago in the past and how has it changed. 

8. Ask them to finally discuss with their partner how it helps make life better. 

9. Invite partners to present their findings to the class. 

 

Day 2 – I Need Technology in Kansas 

1. Review with the students the technology they found from long ago in our state of Kansas 

and how it made life better. Ask the students whether the same technology from the past 

would be as helpful today and why. 

2. Discuss how new technology is always being invented and made, helping us meet our 

needs and make life better.  Show students the graphic organizer, My Needs.  Explain 

how our needs are met when technology helps us have food, safety, learning or fun. 

Discuss again how the computer is a type of present day technology which meets our 

needs.  Have the students share how. Then have the students share several other examples 

of technology in the present which meets their needs and makes their life easier. 

3. Give each partner a different kind of need: food, safety, learning or fun. Have the partners 

brainstorm technology which fits in the category. Challenge students today to be 

researchers, but instead of researching photographs, they are to research the ideas in their 

brain until they think of idea different from ones already mentioned. 

4. Open Microsoft Paint or other drawing program and have each student draw one original 

(not mentioned previous and different from their partner’s drawing) technology which 

helps them make life easier at home or school.  Walk around and assist students in 

naming a unique idea and explaining how it will make life better. Assist them in saving 

their picture. 

Note:  Students could also draw their idea on paper and drawing utensils if computer 

technology is not available. 
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5. Have partners share their ideas to the class.  

 

Day 3 – Optional Extensions 

Insert the primary source photographs which are listed in the Resource Table into an application 

for students to manipulate.  

1. Students add their observations and thinking by creating an audio recording. Primary 

source pictures from Day 1 and student drawings from Day 2 could be imported into a 

Voicethread www.voicethread.com or another audio recording program for student to 

record how technology meets their needs. 

2. Students digitally move photographs in a graphic organizer program to sort them. 

3. Students locate and find more images of technology. 

4.  “My Needs” graphic organizer could be recreated into a graphic organizer program for 

students to edit and add image or text of other technology to it. 

 

Assessment 

Evaluate the students drawing for: 

 Technology chosen different from their partners and the primary sources. 

 Explanation of how it meets their needs 

 Capability of presenting to class their technology and its benefit. 

 

For the Teacher 

Technology is the making, usage and knowledge of tools, techniques, crafts, systems or methods 

of organization in order to solve a problem or serve some purpose. The term can either be 

applied generally or to specific areas: examples include construction technology, medical 

technology, and information technology. Most students’ prior knowledge of technology is 

limited to information technology devices such as cell phones, computers and digital cameras.  

 

Abraham Maslow, a famous psychologist, believed that each person has five categories of needs. 

Technology will usually meet one or more of the following needs: 

 Physiological needs - Basic needs for the body, such as food, shelter, drink, rest etc. 

 Safety needs - Where the basic needs are reasonably satisfied we turn to thinking about 

protection from danger, security and order so that we feel safe. These safety needs can be 

a concern for physical safety but also covers psychological safety needs such as job 

security etc. 

 Social needs - Once the first two needs are reasonably satisfied, social needs such as 

needing acceptance, giving and receiving affection and "belonging" become things that 

people want. 

 Ego needs - Next comes people's need for achievement, self esteem, self confidence, 

respect and status 

 Self Actualization needs - finally at the top of the hierarchy once all of the other levels 

have been reasonably satisfied is the need to become the person that we feel that we are 

capable of becoming. This means that we have achieved what we consider to be our very 

best. 

Students who can identify information technology will usually identify social needs. Categories 

can be simplified for students into: food, safety, education and leisure.  
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Answer Key 

Day 1 Partner Discussion of Technology in the Past 

Student responses may vary. 

 

Image Technology of the Past How it Has Changed 

 

Stove Pipe does not come from the top of the 

stove, not made of all metal, etc. 

 

Electricty Lights Different designs, not as fancy, etc. 

 

Windmill pumping water Now water is brought by pipes right into 

the house, etc. 

 

Chalkboard Now teachers use whiteboards and LCD 

projectors, etc. 

 

School Bus More safe, air conditioning, etc. 

 

Airplane Faster, can go higher, inside a cabin, 

safer, etc. 

 

Camera Easier to take a picture, has a screen on 

it, easier to hold, etc. 

 

Car Different designs, more safe, can go 

faster, etc. 
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I Need Technology Student Drawing 

Answers will vary and technology could fit in several categories. 

 

Need Examples of Kind of Technology How it helps? 

Food Blender 

Refrigerator 

Chops food fast 

Keeps food cold and fresh 

Safety Heater 

Smoke Detector 

Keeps the house warm 

Warns of smoke or fire 

Learning iPad 

Pen 

Gives and records information 

Writes information and does not 

erase 

Fun Television 

Nintendo Wii 

Watch cartoons or shows 

Play games 
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My Needs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Fun 

Learning 

Being 

Safe 

Food 

My 

Needs 


