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Pierre Menard to William Clark

Kaskaskia, 8, Oct: 1830.

Dear Sir,
Enclosed, you have, agreeably to your request, an Estimate of the probable expense attending the 
emigrating Shaws nees & Senecas from the State of Ohio, and the Miamies from Indiana, for the year 
1831. If the information I lately recd by the last party of Emigrating Senecas, is correct, the number 
stated in the Estimate will not fall short.

The calculation is made from the supposition that, as usual, they will remain few days to rest and by 
detention for crossing the Mississippi and from thence to the Kansas River, at $7.50 for each, person, 
supposing one horse for each person. The merchandise to be given is uncertain; it depends entirely 
upon the season in which they move: – Although there is no obligation to clothe them; yet it is  
impossible to refuse clothing to many women and children, suffering in cold weather. Nothing is  
said about lost horses in their travels; but the past has proven that, in their journey when emigrating, 
number of horses have been stolen by our citizens, and more especially when they are crossing the 
Mississippi, our bad men steal them, and many others hide them in order to get a reward for bringing 
back what they have unlawfully taken. When their horses are stolen, and no hopes of getting them, 
then the Indians demand other horses in lieu of those stolen from them, and say if our white brethren 
had not compelled us to move from our native land, our horses would not have been stolen, and we 
cannot travel with our wives and small children without horses. The emigration of the Delawares in 
1820, ‘21 & ‘22, and that of the Shawnees in ‘27, has sufficiently proved that they cannot move 
without losing horses.

With respect & consideration,
Your Obt. Servt. 
(Signed)     
Pierre Menard
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Rock Island, Ind. Agency July 23, 1831.

At the time I made application to the Indians for the payment of the Claims, which were handed to me 
against them, they said that it was no more than justice for the Government to pay them for the mineral 
that was taken from their lands at Dubuque’s mines, and likewise for other property, which the white 
people took from Genl. Wm: Clark Supt. Ind: Affairs, St. Louis Them.  (Wapala the Fox Prince) says that 
a rifle worth thirty dollars, was taken from him by a white man, and broken; – this was done within the 
State of Missouri, near des Moines Rapids, at a time when Wa-pa-la was returning to his village from a 
visit he had been paying you at St. Louis. I am sorry to say, that after the departure of the troops, 
complaint was made to me by the Indians, that the white people living at or near the old Sac village of 
Rock river, would not permit them to go over to that place, for the purpose of covering the dead which 
had been disturbed by the militia; – that some of the Indian graves had been uncovered, of which I 
immediately informed the Govr of Illinois; he assured me that it should be stopped. When the Indians 
came to let me know that they could not have the privilege of covering the graves, which had been so 
shamefully disturbed, I told them to meet me the next day at the village, and I would see that they 
should not be injured.  I accordingly went with my Interpreter, and found to my astonishment, that about 
fifteen or twenty graves had been uncovered, and one entire corpse taken out from the grave, and put 
into the fire, and burned; – some of the bones were found in the ashes.  Some of those inhabitants 
make it their business to shoot at the Indians as they peaceably pass in the river, and if they happen to 
land, their canoes are either destroyed or taken from them. I had occasion to give a pass to an Indian 
(whose horse had been taken by a white man,) to go over in the State of Illinois to get his horse. The 
pass was examined, and returned to the Indian, – after which they took his gun and broke it, and gave 
him a severe whipping. I am perfectly satisfied from the information I have been able to get, that those 
who are guilty of the above charges, are none but the squatters on the public lands.

I have the honor to be, Your Obt. Servt.

(signed)   
Felix St Vrain Ind: Agt

Felix St Vrain to William Clark


