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Eastern Kansas
Dividing East and West 
Kansas can be divided into two regions based on physical traits. The 100th  
meridian roughly divides the state into two regions. Physical characteristics 
or physical traits are things like rivers, hills, forest, and plains. Rainfall also is a 
physical trait. The amount of rainfall is one of the major traits used to divide the 
state between east and west.

Climate 
The eastern region of the state  
has more than double the  
precipitation, or rainfall, of  
the western portion.

Manhattan

WichitaDodge City

Colby

100th meridian

Topeka

Pittsburg

Hays

Arkansas
River

Mount Sunflower
(4,039')

Smoky Hill River

Kansas River

Republican River

State Capital
City
State Boundary

Key:

Another name  
for meridian is  
line of longitude.  
There are 360  
equally spaced lines 
around the Earth.

Rainfall

        Eastern Kansas Western Kansas 
 Average 40“ per year Average 16” per year

Sometimes eastern Kansas can get too much water. The rivers flood, or overflow, their banks.  
This can cause great damage. In 1903 the Kansas River flooded Topeka.
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Tallgrass can grow higher than an  
adult person.

In 1893 a well was drilled near  
Neodesha. “Norman No. 1” was the  
state’s first commercially successful oil well.

Land and Water Features 
Eastern Kansas has more vegetation, meaning  
more plants grow here. It has big trees and 
wooded areas. The land in eastern Kansas is 
known as the tallgrass prairie. Rainfall helps 
plants grow. Rivers also provide water for plants. 
There are two major river systems in eastern 
Kansas: the Kansas River and the Arkansas River.

Resources 
Oil production is an important industry in Kansas. 
Many products are made from oil, including  
gasoline and plastics. The first wells were drilled  
in eastern Kansas.

The Kansas River is named for the 
Kansa Indians. It flows eastward into the 
Missouri River. The river is 170 miles 
long. On average the river valley is  
2.5 miles wide.

The Arkansas River is the fourth  
longest river in the United States.  
It is 1,450 miles long. It flows east 
through four states: Colorado, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Arkansas. The river  
flows into the Mississippi River.
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