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Vietnamese in Kansas:
The Story of Garden City

From the beginning settlers came to Garden City looking for a better life. Early pioneers came for 
cheap land. They were farmers. Over time, more people came. After 1975 a new group of 
people began to arrive.  Immigrants came from Vietnam.  Vietnam is a country in Asia.           
Vietnamese, like those who came before them, came to Kansas looking for economic               
opportunities.

Why did they leave Vietnam? 
In the 1960s the United States was involved in a conflict in Southeast Asia.  This conflict grew into 
the Vietnam War.  Vietnam was divided by the war. The United States supported South Vietnam.

In 1975 South Vietnam lost the war. Many Vietnamese who had worked with the United 
Stateswere scared. They feared they would be treated badly.  United States military cargo ships 
brought many Vietnamese to safety in America. American supporters who were left in Vietnam 
were forced to give up their businesses and homes. Many of them escaped Vietnam in 
small,overcrowded boats that brought them to America.  

Why did they come to Kansas? 
Near Garden City are two of the world’s largest beef packing plants. The meat you buy at the 
grocery store is cut and packaged here. In one day they can process 10,000 cows.  

Many people are needed to work in the beef industry. At times there are more jobs than people 
available to work. Many Vietnamese came to Garden City to work in the beef packing plants. 
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What did they find in Kansas? 
The Vietnamese found good paying jobs. The beef packing industry employs nearly 5,000      
people in Garden City.  It is the largest industry in Garden City. The work is hard and sometimes 
dangerous.  

The beef industry attracts workers from all over the world. This makes Garden City a diverse 
community. People of many backgrounds live together. Businesses provide special products to 
meet different cultural needs. The grocery stores carry Vietnamese, Mexican, and European 
foods. It is like a big city in a smaller town. 

What happened to Garden City? 
Garden City is among the fastest growing                                                                              
cities in the state. The Vietnamese continue                                                                               
to celebrate their traditional culture. Every                                                                              
winter Garden City celebrates Tet Nguyen-                                                                            
Dan or New Year. People of all cultures                                                                               
share in this Vietnamese tradition. 
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