
Mexicans in Kansas:
The Story of Topeka

Kansas has had a relationship with Mexico for a long time.  Mexico is a country in North
America.  The Santa Fe Trail passed through Kansas.  The trail connected the United States and
Mexico.  American and Mexican traders traveled on the trail through Kansas.  In the early days
only a few Mexicans immigrated to Kansas.  As the railroads grew, more Mexicans immigrated
to the state.

Why did they leave Mexico?
Mexicans were like other immigrants.  They came to Kansas looking for economic
opportunities.  They also wanted a good life for their families.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, conditions in Mexico were difficult.
Many people lived in poverty.  They were losing their jobs.  The government of
Mexico was not stable.  Many Mexicans were uncertain what the future
would bring.  

Why did they come to Kansas?
Beginning in 1900, many Mexicans came to Kansas to find better jobs.
Americans would travel to the Mexican border to recruit workers.  The
workers were brought to Kansas to work in the meatpacking plants
in Kansas City.  Mexicans also found jobs with the sugar beet
industry near Garden City.  Most Mexicans came to work
for the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad.  
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What did they find in Kansas?
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad had its offices in Topeka.  At first the railroad sent
the Mexican workers out to build and maintain the railroad tracks.  In the beginning, the workers
were usually men who had left their families at home in Mexico.  They worked from spring
through fall for the railroad, returning home to Mexico in the winter.

Within a few years, many of the workers began to stay in Kansas all year.  They brought their
families up from Mexico.  The Mexican community in Topeka began to grow.  Mexicans living in
Kansas opened their homes to new families.  This allowed new immigrants time to save up
enough money for a home of their own.      

What happened to Topeka?
Today, Hispanics (people of Spanish heritage)
are the fastest growing ethnic group in Kansas.
Mexicans make up the largest group of
Hispanics.  Mexicans are an important part of
the Topeka community.  They also remain
important to the success of the railroad industry.

For more than 70 years Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish has sponsored an annual Fiesta.  The Fiesta celebrates the Mexican heritage of the
community.  It also raises funds to support the parish school.    
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