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Division of Power
The division of power between the federal government and the state government is based on the concept of 
federalism.  When the United States Constitution was adopted, federalism was a new idea. At that time the 
most common form of government throughout the world was the unitary system, which had only one source 
of power: the monarch or dictator.  Power was not divided among the national power and the smaller 
entities in a country such as our states. This new idea for division of power made the United States unique.

Enumerated Powers of the Federal Government 
Much of the concern with the new constitution was over the division of states’ rights and those rights of the 
national government. After much debate specific powers were given to the federal government. These  
were called enumerated (numbered) powers and are listed in Article I, Section 8. Included among these  
are the powers to tax, borrow, and coin money; maintain armies and navies; conduct foreign relations;  
and regulate interstate and foreign commerce. Article 1, Section 10 lists powers specifically denied to the 
states, and therefore belonging to the federal government.

Reserved Powers for the States 
The final amendment of the Bill of Rights protects states by providing them with reserved powers. These are 
the remaining powers not given to the federal government and not denied to the states. These include the 
power to establish schools and supervise education, regulate intrastate (within the borders of the state) 
commerce, conduct elections, establish local government units, and borrow money. States also have the  
right to take action to protect and promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of their citizens 
and to exercise powers related to wills and domestic relations. The constitution clearly lists specific powers 
denied to the federal government and thus belonging to the states.  These are found in Article I, Section 9.

Concurrent Powers 
Concurrent powers are shared by both federal and state government, such as collecting taxes.
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Powers given to  Powers shared by Powers given to 
national government national & state governments state governments  

  Enumerated Concurrent Reserved
•  Lay and collect taxes •  Enforce the laws •  Regulate trade within the state

•  Pay debts • Establish courts •  Establish local government systems

•  Provide for defense and • Collect taxes • Conduct elections 
welfare of the U.S. by 
providing an army and navy

•  Borrow money on credit •  Borrow money • Establish public school systems

•  Coin money and regulate • Provide for the general • Train the militia and appoint  
its value    welfare of citizens    the officers

•  Conduct foreign affairs  

•  Regulate trade with foreign nations

•  Establish post offices and post roads

•  Set up federal courts

•  Provide copyrights for authors  
and inventors

•  Set up courts lesser than the 
Supreme Court

•  Define and punish pirates

•  Declare war

•  Call forth the militia to suppress  
insurrections and repel invasion

•  Exercise authority over the seat 
of government (Washington, D. C.)

•  Make all laws necessary for proper  
carrying out of above powers

The Federal System


