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Adult Justice

This is a group of bank robbers in Medicine Lodge, on April 30, 1884. Henry Brown, a former member  
of Billy the Kid’s gang, is in the middle of the picture, with a bandana around his neck. The robbery was 
unsuccessful and Brown and his gang were apprehended and put into the local jail. While attempting an 
escape, Brown was shot dead and the other three members of his gang were hanged. 

Frontier justice was not as structured and regulated as today’s justice system. Today there are standard 
procedures for every offender who is arrested, known as due process, but in the 19th century lawlessness 
was difficult to deter. It was often problematic for a town to find and retain a sheriff. The above picture also 
shows the posse that helped capture Brown and his gang. Law enforcement was often a group effort by the 
local men of a community. 

Bank robbers, Medicine Lodge, Kansas.
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An adult arrested at the convenience store at 801 Elm Street on February 23 was sentenced today.  
John Smith, 28, of Borington, was arrested and placed into the Borington County jail after Borington 
police searched his car and found marijuana and a scale in the trunk. Due to the location of the arrest 
and the presence of the scale, plastic baggies, and the quantity of marijuana found, Smith was charged 
with possession of marijuana with the intent to distribute within 1,000 feet of the Borington High School. 
Smith requested a trial by jury, instead of his case being heard and decided only by a judge. After being 
found guilty by a jury last week, Judge Fairplay imposed the sentences provided for by the Sentencing 
Guidelines Act, which considers the crime committed and the criminal history of the defendant. Smith, due 
to his not having previously been convicted of any crime, was sentenced to prison for 49 months. He will 
be transferred to the Lansing Correctional Facility to serve his sentence. After Smith is released from 
prison, he will remain under release supervision by the Kansas Department of Corrections for three years. 
Smith will be required to register pursuant to the Kansas Offender Registration Act. It is the policy of this 
newspaper to print the names of adult offenders.

Sentence issued for adult arrested for pot near school.


