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Evidence #4
Letter from Jotham Meeker
Jotham Meeker was a Baptist missionary who came to Kansas in 1833. He was a trained printer
who set up a printing press at the Shawnee Baptist Mission. Meeker learned to speak Potawatomi,
Ottawa, and Chippewa. With this knowledge he developed a system for writing Indian languages.
He developed a way to use English language printer’s type to print in Indian languages.
Meeker founded a mission for the Ottawa Indians. In the following letter he discusses the effects of
cholera on the Indians. Cholera is a disease that causes severe stomach cramps and diarrhea. It is
highly contagious and many people died from the disease.
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Ottawa, August 15, 1849.
Rev. S. Peck, Corresponding Secretary of the American Baptist Missionary
Union
Dear Brother –
... The Cholera has been among all the tribes around us for two or
three months past, but has not yet broken out among the Ottawas, that is,
it has not proved fatal in any case. Many have we suppose had the
[warning] symptoms, all of which yielded to medical treatment.
... while among the Sauks & Foxes,15 miles distant from us, one
of their Chiefs informed me that he had just the day before, returned from
hunting Buffalos, 200 miles west of us, that while hunting, the Cholera
attacked them. In the course of a day or two between 20 & 30 died – that
fearing the whole of them (some 2000 in number) would be attacked and
die, they left the dead and dying unburied, and fled. ... When others
became cramped and unable to ride, the well, keeping themselves on the
windward side of the sick, so as not to inhale their breath, left something to
eat, and tied [up] a horse, saying to the sick, “if you get well, you can
untie your horse, and ride home; if you die, your horse too by and by will
die, whose soul you can ride to the world of the spirits.” “Thus,” said the
Chief, “men left their brothers, their wives, and their children, to die.”
I learned from the Ottawas that many more of the Sauks & Foxes
have since died. The Kansa, 50 miles west of here, within a few days
past, have lost about 100. Great numbers are dying among the Pawnees,
Otoes, Osages, and the ... Indians of the Rocky Mountains.
... We sometimes fear that American Christians, while praying...
forget the [Indians] of their happy country, and the missionaries who are
laboring among them. Brethren, pray for us.
Your brother in Christ
Jotham Meeker
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