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Read Kansas!
By the Kansas State Historical Society

Evidence #5
Letter from Amelia J. Labedia
When Kansas became a territory, Americans were allowed to settle here. It was, however, illegal to
settle on Indian lands. Those who did so were called “squatters.” Some squatters did not intend to
violate the law. Others intentionally settled on Indian lands. They anticipated that those lands
eventually would be available to non-Indians. Either way, the Indians felt they were being invaded.

Amelia Labedia, a member of the New York Indians, wrote to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Labedia wanted some protection from squatters. The New York Indians included members of the
Seneca, Onondaga, Cayuga, Tuscarora, Oneida, St. Regis, Stockbridge, Munsee, and Brothertown
nations. They were given land in Kansas by the treaty of 1838. Many of the New York Indians
were opposed to the move to Kansas and only a few came.

M-8

March 8th, 1857
Honored Sir

Paola Lykins County

I take this opportunity of writing you a few lines concerning our
lands, I mean the New York land as I belong to that nation. We were
drove away from there last spring by the squatters. We had been there
ever since 1850 and had very good improvements and cattle, hogs, and
every thing [we needed] to live. My husband worked hard so we could
have a good place but we had to leave it all. They came to our house in
the night to kill my husband but he was not there. We left and [so did]
some other families. We think according to our treaty that is our land but
the squatters have driven us from it.
Now Sir be so kind as to tell me what is going to be done for us.
We have suffered a great deal. Some are almost starving. The squatters
won’t let them do any work so that they can raise anything to eat. They
take our fields from us and burn our houses and everything that is bad. I
do believe they are the worst people in the world.
We heard we had an Agent and that he would get orders soon to
remove these people but do not know how true it is. Now sir, do be so
kind as to have something done immediately for us. We look to you as to
a father to do something for his children. Please write to me if there is
going to be anything done and how soon, if we can get on our land this
spring time to raise a crop or how soon it will be done. Yours with
respect,
Amelia Josephine Labedia
Now Sir I say to you again, be so good as to answer my letter and let me
know what we can depend upon. We are anxious to know for we have
no home and we wish to have one. No more at present.
Amelia J. Labedia
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