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TERRITORIAL CHARACTER: 

CHARLES ROBINSON 

Charles Robinson was an important character in the fight to keep 
slavery out of Kansas. He became the state's first governor. 

What did Charles Robinson do before he came to Kansas? 
Charles Robinson was born in Massachusetts. He taught school and practiced medicine 
before going west to look for gold in California. On the way to the gold fields, Robinson 
passed through Kansas. He was impressed with the prairie. 

While in California, Robinson supported successful efforts to keep slavery out of the state. 
He was elected to the California House of Representatives. He soon returned to 
Massachusetts and became a newspaper editor. He also married Sara Lawrence. 

Why did he come to Kansas? 
The New England Emigrant Aid Company worked to attract freestate settlers 

to Kansas Territory. Charles Robinson was the leader of 
the first Emigrant Aid Company group to settle in the 

territory. He established its headquarters in 
Lawrence. Lawrence became a center for 
free-state activities. 

"Gov. Robinson's 

Polka" was written to 
show support for 

Robinson when he 

was in jail. It was 

played at a concert 
in Massachusetts. 

GOV. ROBINSON'S POLKA. 
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What was his role in Kansas Territory? 
Robinson worked to keep slavery out of Kansas. He was a 
founder and leader of the Free State Party. His cool and 
detached leadership style was helpful. He worked to bring 
people together. 

The first territorial legislature was called the Bogus Legislature 
because many Missourians had crossed over the border to vote 
illegally. In reaction to this, the free-state supporters met in 
Topeka. They wanted to write their own state constitution. 
Charles Robinson was elected governor under the Topeka 
Constitution. He did not take office because the U.S. Congress 
found the Topeka Constitution to be illegal. 

Charles Robinson and other free-state supporters soon were 
arrested for treason. They were charged with challenging the 
proslavery government. Robinson spent four months in jail. He 
was acquitted of the charges. 

Charles Robinson eventually did become governor. He was 
elected under the Wyandotte Constitution that made Kansas a 
free state. Robinson took office two months before the nation 
collapsed into civil war. 
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