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Irrigation

By Don Evans. 
(News Editor on The Weekly Star)

ULYSSES, Kas.—Two years ago last 
spring, on a windy day typical of the 
high, arid plains of Southwest Kansas, a 
group of men stood in a field a few miles 
west of here. By bending low to the 
ground they could see tiny, spindling 
plants--seedling onions-- stretching away 
in rows.

An official of the Santa Fe railroad 
snorted at the sight. Those onions, he 
said, would never grow in the old dust 
bowl. A. J. “Bunny” Worm, the planter, 
had put his time and money into a big 
mistake, the railroad man believed.

But A. J. Worm thought differently, for 
one reason. He had secured irrigation 

facilities for his onions. The water, he 
said, would make the old dust bowl 
bloom. He believed it so strongly that he 
planted crops of honeydew melons and 
cantaloupes that year, in addition to his 
onions.

Wealth in Irrigation.
The following summer and fall his 
dreams came true. Because of the 
irrigation, his arid land produced a huge 
crop of cantaloupes and honeydews, 
and the spindling little onion plants grew 
into a bumper harvest.

Because of the early successes in 
irrigation, a garden area has now 
sprung up in Grant County, and spread 
to Stevens and Stanton counties. More 
than 10,000 acres are under irrigation.

Where Once the Dust Blew 
Now Great Gardens Grow

Irrigation Water is Being Pumped out of the Ground in  
Southwestern Kansas and the Area’s Honeydew Melons 

Bring Fancy Prices in New York.

This article was published in the Kansas City Star on September 15, 1946. 
It discusses how irrigation has helped to reverse the effects of the severe 
drought and Dust Bowl on 1930s.
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Irrigation Canals

An irrigation canal brings water from rivers and wells to the fields.  
This canal is in Gray County, Kansas.


