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Mobility
Many Kansas towns experienced population booms during World War II. People moved from all over the 
country to work in Kansas’ numerous industrial and military centers. Factories operated nonstop to meet the 
high production demand created by the war. As a result local businesses that had previously closed in the 
early evenings expanded their hours to accommodate shift changes at the plants. Establishments such as 
bowling alleys, restaurants, movie theaters, and dance halls stayed open around the clock.

This 1943 photograph of Wichita shows the intersection of East Douglas Avenue and Laura Avenue at night. 
Following Wichita’s population boom many of the businesses visible here extended their hours or began operating 
around the clock.
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This photograph shows an example of the small, simple houses towns like Wichita built in mass 
quantities. Towns developed entire neighborhoods of structures like this one to ease the demand for 
housing caused by the boom in industrial employment.

The growth of the production industry in Kansas sparked a lifestyle change for many Kansans. Breaking with the 
tradition of working family farms for generations, Kansans moved to where the jobs were. This increased 
mobility altered the distribution of the people in the state. The 1940 national census found that 58 percent of 
Kansas lived in rural areas while 42 percent lived in urban locations. By 1950 those percentages had changed 
to 48 percent rural and 52 percent urban.

Like Wichita, many Kansas towns saw population booms after receiving military production contracts. In 1941 
the government constructed the Sunflower Army Ammunitions Plant near DeSoto and the Kansas Army  
Ammunition Plant near Parsons. These plants brought thousands of jobs to Kansas but caused their share of 
difficulties for pre-war residents. Often the arrival of so many new residents caused a sharp increase in taxes to 
pay for new roads, utilities, etc., and housing costs. A Kansas City Times article from 1941 detailed these new 
hardships in Parsons.

“… one railroad engineer had been renting a nice house for years at $30. Six weeks ago the 
rent was raised to $40 and last week he received notice it would be $50. The landlord can get 
that from defense workers, so he doesn’t care if the railroad man moves.”


