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Separate and Unequal

This lesson focuses on the effect of “separate but equal” on daily life. Students will examine, interpret, and 
discuss a series of five images dealing with segregation. Using this information they will write a persuasive 
letter to their city council. This lesson is designed to take one class period.

Content:
 •  The student will be able to analyze the effect of “separate but equal” on society.
Skills: 
 •  The student will be able to compare and contrast two different points of view.

 • What does it mean to be “equal?”

Current standards can be found on kshs.org.

The Read Kansas! project was created by the Kansas Historical Society
 in cooperation with the Kansas State Department of Education. 
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Day 1
1.  Introduce the topic of the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka case that was decided by the U.S. 

Supreme Court in 1954. The court determined that “separate but equal is inherently unequal” in schools. 
A summary is on the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Read Kansas! card. You can have 
students read this information or you can share it with them orally. 

2. Explain that the lesson will have them analyze the effect of “separate but equal” on daily life. 
3.  Begin by sharing one photograph with the class. Display the drinking fountain image so all can see it. 

Have students study the picture for 30 seconds without making any comments. Ask them to “jump in to 
the picture” as they examine it. Have them reflect on these questions while they look at the picture. 

 a. What do you see? 
 b. How does it make you feel? 
4.  Distribute the Separate But Unequal worksheet to every student. Each student will be responsible for 

making notes from the class discussion. The student will use these notes for the assessment.
5.  Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka settled the issue in schools that separate was inherently 

unequal but segregation continued. Using these photographs have students explain why you would 
not have the same experience if you were a black person as a white person. In the case of the drinking 
fountains, you would both get a drink of water but the experience would not be equal. Address the 
following issues with each photograph.

 a. Access or availability of service
 b. Quality of service
 c. Emotional experience
 d. Social issues 
6. Repeat activity with all four photographs.
7.  Write a persuasive letter to your city council explaining why separate is not equal. Include two 

examples. Use proper letter writing format.
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Activities

This activity uses the following Read Kansas! cards:
	 •	Brown	v.	Board	of	Education	of	Topeka/Public	Places 
	 •	Entertainment/Public	Transportation 
	 •	Businesses/Schools



• Evaluate the students’ ability to participate in the class discussion.
• Evaluate the students’ ability to write a letter using proper letter writing format.
•  Evaluate the students’ ability to provide two convincing arguments against “separate but equal”  

in the letter.

If you are using the textbook The Kansas Journey, this lesson can be used with pages 260-264. Other 
primary sources are available at kansasmemory.org.
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For the Teacher

Assessment

The materials in this packet may be reproduced for classroom use only. Reproduction of these materials for any other use 
is prohibited without written permission of the Kansas Historical Society.
Resources for this lesson are from: 
• Kansas Historical Society collections 
• Library of Congress 



Name

Separate But Unequal

1. Drinking fountain: You both get water but ...

2. Movie theater: You both see the movie but ...

3. Riding a city bus: Your both get to where you want to go but ...

4. Getting a haircut: You both get a haircut but ...

5. College classroom: You both hear the same lecture by the professor but ...
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