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Protecting the Larger Cities

Tuttle Creek Reservoir was fi rst authorized by 
Congress in 1938. However, the idea for 
building the dam had begun years earlier.  
It was not the U.S. Corps of Engineers that 
originated the solution for fl ood control, but 
a group of Kansas City businessmen. The 
important meatpacking industry with railroads, 
stockyards, and packing plants was located near 
the river bottom and needed protection. The 
U.S. Corps of Engineers suggested protecting the 
property by raising the levee 12 feet higher than
the existing one. The railroads and other industrial 
interests fought this idea because of the disruption of transportation while bridges and roads were also being 
raised. The chambers of commerce of both cities organized their own fl ood protection planning committee for 
Greater Kansas City to develop a more workable solution. It was this group who felt that the most obvious 
solution was a system of reservoirs upstream, one on the Republican River at Milford and the other at Manhattan 
on the Blue River. An additional benefi t of reservoirs was to ensure a steady fl ow of water for the transportation 
barges on the Missouri River. This proposal was submitted to the U.S. Congress with no one to speak for the 
opposition. 

  The Flood of 1951 was the catalyst that brought 
change. The fl ood did tremendous damage to 
the industrial area of Greater Kansas City. Flood 
waters covered the Argentine and Central 
Industrial districts, the Armourdale district, 
and Fairfax. These areas were the center of 
transportation with packing plants, warehouses, 
grain elevators, and factories all built on a 
fl ood plain near the second largest rail center 
in the nation. 

Rescue boats in Kansas City during the height of the fl ood.

Kansas City stockyards.
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  Within days of the fl ood businessmen 
were urging the U. S. Corps of Engineers 
to ask Congress for $5 million to begin 
construction of Tuttle Creek Reservoir. 
President Harry Truman visited the 
damage caused by the fl ood. 

  In Topeka, a new pro-dam organization 
formed. Public meetings were held in 
which both sides had the opportunity 
to present their thoughts.

  Colonel L. J. Lincoln of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers spoke at the fi rst 
meeting held in Manhattan. “Those who 
saw the Kaw Basin in July 1951 with 
fl ood waters extending from bluff to 

bluff, must sense that nothing short of great works is needed to control the torrents that will otherwise fl ood the 
lowlands of our rivers and tributaries. . . . There is only one way . . . and that is by dams and reservoirs. No 
other method known to engineering science today will be effective or should merit serious consideration. . . .” 
Kirk Sandals spoke for the Soil Conservation Service, which had previously supported the watershed fl ood 
control methods. He said that these conservation methods were rightfully important. “This kind of program alone 
will not prevent fl ooding of the main river valleys and the cities in them . . . In my opinion, additional controls 
such as reservoirs, levees, and other main channel protective works will be needed . . .”

Also adding support to the building of a dam and reservoir was Kansas 
Senator Andrew F. Schoeppel, of the Select Committee of Small Business, 
U. S. Senate: “For many years, I have felt that the solution to the fl ood 
problem in the Valley and in the surrounding areas, lay in a watershed 
program. The fl oods we witnessed last year convinced me that the whole
program of fl ood prevention and control had to be reappraised--that perhaps 
the solution to our problem lay in a comprehensive fl ood control program 
embracing the construction of dam sites on the main stem to afford protection
to urban and industrial centers and a sound watershed program to provide 
protection for those who lived above the dam sites.” 

Kansas City residents ask President Truman for protection from future 
fl oods.

Senator Schoeppel endorses Tuttle 
Creek Dam.


