
Read Kansas!
By the Kansas Historical Society

Read Kansas!
Historical Society

M-37

Kansas Legislators Take Action to Stop Tuttle Creek Dam

The Kansas House of Representatives passed a resolution asking Congress to halt the construction of Tuttle 
Creek. This occurred February 18, 1953. In March the Kansas Senate also took action concerning the 
building of the dam.

ORIGINAL MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following HR 28, by Messrs. Beatty, Brookens, Charlson and Simpson, was introduced and read:

House Resolution No. 28—

RESOLUTION memorializing the congress of the United States to take immediate action to halt the
  preliminary work now in progress for the construction of Tuttle Creek Dam on the Big Blue river in 

Kansas, and to enact such legislation as is necessary to rescind the authorization of the construction 
of said dam.

WHEREAS, During recent years studies and research in fl ood control methods have evolved new
 theories and practices for the effective and economical control of fl ood water; and

WHEREAS, The construction of said Tuttle Creek Dam will not control fl ood waters to a measure 
 commensurate with the cost and damages occasioned by and resulting from such construction; and

WHEREAS, The proposed Tuttle Creek Dam is entirely outmoded and obsolete as a means of controlling 
 fl ood waters for any appreciable distance below the proposed site thereof; and 

WHEREAS, The report of the independent board of engineers appointed by the governor of Kansas, in 
  conjunction with the Kansas industrial development commission, recommends that the said Tuttle Creek 

Dam should not be constructed, and points out that the proposal of the corps of engineers regarding 
the Pick-Sloan plan are out of date and the costs involved have no resemblance to the program costs 
now proposed by the various federal agencies: Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Kansas: That we respectfully urge, request 
and memorialize the congress of the United States to take immediate action to halt the preliminary work 
now in progress for the construction of Tuttle Creek Dam on the Big Blue river in Kansas, and to enact such 
legislation as is necessary to rescind the authorization of the construction of said dam.

Be it further resolved, That the secretary of state be instructed to transmit engrossed copies of this resolution 
to the president of the United States, the vice-president of the United States, each member of the congress 
of the United States, and the director of the bureau of the budget of the United States.
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“But Senate Acts Against Tuttle
in Pleas to Halt Dam”

Kansas senators plowed a deep furrow in the lawmaking fi eld when 
they cinched a new 9-million-dollar state offi ce building and told 
Congress in positive language that “Tuttle Creek dam should not be 
constructed and that more modern methods of fl ood control should
be initiated. . . . 

Senator Thomson of Marshall County steered the Tuttle Creek dam 
resolution thru the Senate and avoided amendments which would 
have done his proposal no great good. Thomson himself injected the 
only amendment in the resolution when he submitted the word “may” 
for “will” in the statement that Tuttle “may” not control fl oods.

Senator Porter of Shawnee sought to urge Congress to “defer action,” 
and Senator McDowell of Wyandotte urged a delay until March 20 
for fi nal consideration of the resolution. Both motions failed. 

The proposal to “take immediate steps to halt preliminary work” on 
Tuttle Creek was an exclusive one-branch resolution and does not 
acquire House approval. Senate action was by voice vote. 


