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Blue Valley Belles Campaign Against the Dam

At first it was men who were most 
active in the fight to save the valley. 
After the 1951 flood, when Kansas 
Congressman Albert Cole changed 
his mind and voted in favor of 
building the dam, women entered 
the picture. As men worked in the 
fields planting and harvesting the 
crops, women continued their 
campaign to save their homes. 
From the Blue River Valley to 
Washington, D.C., people were 
hearing from the Belles of Blue 
Valley.

They first decided to travel to  
Kansas City to meet with President 
Harry Truman. Inexperienced with 
the protocols of meeting with a president, 17 of the Blue Valley women got into their vehicles and headed east. 
They knew the president would be staying at the Muehlebach Hotel, so they waited in the lobby hoping to have 
a meeting. Eventually they were able to send word to the president and he agreed to a five-minute meeting with 
the leader of the group. Truman was courteous during the meeting, but didn’t appear interested in hearing their 
views. 

The persistence of the women did get the attention of national newspapers. The New York Times described the 
scene as “the good ladies from the Big Blue River Valley who stormed into President Truman’s Kansas City Hotel 
to protest construction of a dam that would flood their homes were not cranks trying to block the march of 
progress. On the contrary, they were making a very serious point which deserves nationwide attention—a point 
which the President himself has perhaps insufficiently considered . . .” Perhaps the most influential  
newspaper in the country at that time, The Times followed the article with an editorial, “Is This Dam Necessary?” 
The editorial questioned the “dubious project” and suggested that “rushing into construction at this juncture is 
hardly the way to insure a considered flood-control program for the Missouri Valley.” They asked the president 
to consider waiting until the report he had commissioned, the Missouri Basin Survey, had been made.

Blue Valley Belles meet with other delegates on the Capitol steps,  
Washington, D.C.
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This nationwide support encouraged the Blue Valley Belles to attempt to set a meeting with Republican  
presidential candidate, Dwight Eisenhower. After receiving no reply to several phone calls and telegrams,  
the ladies sent this message: 

Eisenhower responded that he would meet with them. This time, 60 Blue Valley women chartered a bus. As 
reported by the Denver Post, the women “swept into town like a crackling prairie fire.” The women met with 
Eisenhower, Kansas Senator Carlson and Representative Hope for more than an hour. Eisenhower gave the 
women his word that although he was unfamiliar with the issue he would investigate it. The women left the 
candidate with a sunflower nametag and a scrapbook of information.

The meeting with Eisenhower did much to help the cause. After he was elected president, he omitted the request 
for money to build Tuttle Creek Dam from his 1953 budget. He continued to omit the request for the project, 
but in 1955 Congress included the project in the Rivers and Harbors Bill. This bill went through without the 
hoped-for presidential veto. The dam project was now financed and the people of the Blue River Valley began to 
sell their land to the government and move elsewhere.

Women of Kansas Watersheds Association, spearheaded by Blue 

Valley, will be in Denver Friday, Aug. 22, to present to  

you our views on rational water policy as it affects our  

agricultural midwest. If we receive no answer by Aug. 16, 

we shall consider appointment confirmed.


