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“Chawed” the Earmarks 
By J.C. Thompson, Devine, Texas 

 

“On the first day of March, 1878, I left my humble home on the Chicon Creek in Medina county, 

Texas . . . We turned the herd out of the pasture on the 16
th

 day of March and the drive for 

Kansas began. I was seventeen years old but was not a novice in the business by any means as I 

had been gathering, roping and branding mavericks all of my life. I remember on one occasion 

W.F. Thompson, my brother, and I caught a fine maverick one day and we had no knife to mark 

him with. Our mark was crop off one ear and underbit the other. Brother said if I would bite out 

the underbit he would bite off the crop. It took some ‘chewing’ but we did a fairly good job of it. 

 “. . . If you have never driven a herd consisting of two thousand cows in the spring you just 

can’t imagine the time we had. We would leave from five to ten calves on the bedground every 

morning, and the cows would have to be roped and hobbled to keep them from going back the 

next night to their calves, and this thing lasted until we reached the Indian Territory. 

 “I shall never forget that it was on this trip that I saw a railroad train in motion. We were 

approaching Dodge City when I looked across Arkansas River and saw a real locomotive pulling 

a train of cars. I can shut my eyes now and see that picture far across the plains. There might 

have been railroads somewhere in Texas at that time but they had not rambled around my way.” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


