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Days That Were Full of Thrills 
By Branch Isbell, Odessa, Texas 

 

“. . . My bedding on the trip consisted of a saddle blanket, a black rubber coat and an old 

fashioned man’s shawl. Luxury played no part in our surroundings then. 

 “June, I think it was we passed by then infant towns of Wichita and Newton and gained the 

vicinity of Abilene, Kansas. Then I decided I wanted to return to Texas, over the trail we had 

gone by. Mr.  Burks paid me an extra month’s wages and furnished me a saddle horse and pack 

animal and bade me Godspeed on my journey. . . . At Newton I met a Mr. Duke, who had charge 

of a big herd of steers for the John Rabb outfit. . . . He sent me to his camp on Cowskin Creek 

where Sam Glenn was in charge. From Sam I got my first real lesson in grazing and watering a 

herd of big steers, an art which is now almost lost, but in which I became an expert. . . . 

 “In 1872 I hired to Scott & Byler to work on the range for the modest stipend of $20 per 

month by the year, work or play. I had the privilege of trading horses, and at the end of the year I 

had $150 in cash and five good ponies—more clear profit than I ever afterwards saved at wages 

varying from $50 to $125 per month. Jim Miller of Banquette, Nueces county, was boss over 

myself and from twelve to fourteen Mexicans, and our range was from the Nueces to the Rio 

Grande Rivers. Miller was paid $700 a year and the Mexicans $10 or $12 per month when at 

work. Those receiving $12 were called ‘henetes’ and were supposed to ride any horse they might 

be given. We worked eight months out of the twelve during which time we gathered many steers, 

skinned 4,000 dead cattle—1872 being the year of the ‘die-up’—and branded ‘dogies,’ defined 

by an old Texas cowman to a garrulous and inquisitive lady from up North as ‘unfortunate calves 

whose mothers were dead and whose fathers had eloped with other cows.’ Selah!” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 
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