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The Milk of Human Kindness is Drying Up 
By George F. Hindes, Pearsall, Texas 

 

“. . . By hard work and close economy I had got together fifteen hundred head of good mixed 

cattle by the spring of 1872, and started up the trail in March for my first trip. 

 “I was herd boss, had a yoke of oxen, mess cart, one negro and eight Mexicans with me on 

that trip, but of the crowd only myself and the negro, Jack Hopkins, are now living to tell the 

tale. . . . When I returned home in the fall I had $15,000 in cash and $10,000 life insurance in 

favor of my wife and babies, and felt that I was ‘some’ financier, as that was the first real money 

I had ever had, and it was all our own. I started my herd from the San Miguel in Atascosa 

county, and as I traveled the well-defined trail, nothing of interest happened until I got to Red 

River Station on the Red River. There I found the river big swimming, and as another herd was 

close behind me, I could not turn back, so I asked my men if they would follow the herd across, 

and they said they would, so I spurred ‘Old Dun’ into the river and swam across with my lead 

cattle following close behind, and all landed in safety, but I did not want any more of it, as the 

river was wide, muddy and swift. I had carried three herds across the Rio Grande before that 

successfully, but this was the worst ever. We moved along slowly through the territory trying to 

fatten our stock on the fine range, but we had so many thunderstorms, hard rains and stampedes 

we did not make much progress.” 
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Note: As cultures change, so do languages. While it is not appropriate to use some of George F. 

Hindes’ language in modern communication, historical documents exhibit the language used at 

the time they were created. 

About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


