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Sixty-Eight Years in Texas 
By Pleasant Burnell Butler, Kenedy, Texas 

 

“In 1868 W.G. Butler, home from the war, drove a herd to Abilene, Kansas, to market, and I 

went along as far as Gonzales. This fired in me an ambition to ride the whole trail, and in 1870 I 

made my first trip through to Abilene in the outfit of my brother. The trail then followed lay 

along the line from Austin to Belton, Valley Mills, Cleburne to Fort Worth, which at that time 

boasted of a livery stable, a court house and a store operated by Daggett & Hatcher, supply 

merchants, on the public square, through which we swing our great herd of cattle. At Fort Worth 

it was necessary to take on supplies for a month, there being no big stores between Fort Worth 

and Abilene, Kansas, so at Daggett & Hatcher’s we purchased flour, coffee, bacon, beans and 

dried fruit, three-quarter pound of bacon and the same of flour being allotted to each man for 

each day. 

 “From Fort Worth the trail ran on to Gainseville, crossed the Red River and from there our 

outfit went up Mud Creek to the house of Bob Love, a Choctaw Indian, from whom we had to 

obtain passports through the Indian Territory. I remember that Love demanded 10 cents a head 

for the 500 head in the herd, and that after considerable business talk we compromised, Love 

accepting a $20.00 gold piece, and in return gave the necessary papers. From Love’s we traveled 

the Chisholm Trail, crossed the South Fork of the Arkansas, through the Osage country into 

Kansas. . . . 

 “Buffalo were very plentiful, so numerous in fact that it was necessary to ride ahead of the 

cattle to prevent them from cutting into the herd.” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


