
Primary Source Document 19 

Catt le Trail Cow boys  Kansas Historical Society © 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Ate Terrapin and Dog Meat, and was Glad to Get It 
By Ben Drake, South San Antonio, Texas 

 

“When I was sixteen years old one of the Murchison boys asked me to go up the trail with him. 

Of course I was willing but my mother objected, and it took a great deal of persuading on the 

part of Pete Murchison and myself to get her to consent for me to go. She gave in to our 

entreaties, however, and I accompanied Pete to a shoe shop where he ordered a pair of boots 

made for me. Those boots cost $14.00. He also gave me a pair of bell spurs, a Colt’s cap and ball 

six-shooter, and a rim fire Winchester, as well as a pair of leather leggings which cost $12.00. 

This was the first time in my life that I had been rigged out, and you bet I was proud. He sold me 

two horses and agreed to pay me a good salary. We started with the herd about the middle of 

March, 1871, with 2,500 head of stock cattle.” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


