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Experiences of a Texas Pioneer 
By John M. Sharpe 

 

 

“In the spring of 1868 Col. Snyder employed Col. W.C. Dalrymple . . . to command his outfit, 

and with a large crew of cowboys, every one veteran, well provisioned and armed, started 

Northwest with a herd of fourteen hundred head of cattle. These were secured in Burnet, Llano, 

and Mason counties and were paid for in gold at the rate of $1.50 per head for yearlings and 

$2.50 for two-year-olds;  $3.50 for three-year-olds and cows and $7.00 for beef steers. On this 

drive Col. Snyder learned another important and remunerative lesson. It had been the custom of 

cattlemen when driving large herds of cattle across the unwatered plains to stop and kill all the 

calves in the herd on the theory that they impeded the progress of the herd and were unable to 

stand the tortures of thirst. After putting in a day at this gruesome business Col. Snyder ordered 

the men to proceed, and the calves reached their destination in as good condition as any of the 

balance of the cattle, and there were never any more calf-killing days with the Snyder men.” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


