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Killing and Capturing Buffalo in Kansas 
By M.A. Withers of Lockhart, Texas 

 

“In 1859, when I was only thirteen years old, I made my first trip on the trail. I went with a herd 

of cows and calves from Lockhart to Fredericksburg, Tex. The cattle were sold . . . at $3.00 per 

head. 

 “My next trip, in 1862, was from Lockhart, Texas, to Shreveport, La., with a herd of steers 

for the Confederate States government. . . . I rode one horse on this entire trip. I was to get two 

dollars per day and board. I got the board, consisting of cornbread, bacon, and sometimes coffee, 

but I never got the two dollars per day promised me. . . . 

 “I left Lockhart, Texas, April 1, 1868, with a herd of 600 big wild steers. The most of them 

belonged to my father, brothers and myself. I bought some of them at $10.00 per head to be paid 

for when I returned from the drive. I had eight hands and a cook . . . We crossed the Red River 

where Denison now is, and the Arkansas River at Fort Gibson, then traveled up the north side of 

the Arkansas River to Wichita, Kansas, which then consisted of a log house used for a store. . . . 

 “We continued our journey to Abilene, Kansas, reaching there about July 1, 1868. . . . After 

reaching Abilene we established our summer camp on the Chatman Creek, twelve miles north of 

Abilene, Kansas. We discharged four hands and kept the others to rangeherd the cattle until fall, 

when I sold the steers to W.K. McCoy & Bros. of Champagne, Illinois, for $28.00 per head. The 

cattle were worth from $8.00 to $10.00 per head in Texas and the expenses were about $4.00 per 

head. The steers were not road-branded and we reached there with a full count. I received $1,000 

in cash and the remainder in drafts on Donald Lawson & Co., of New York City, signed by W.K. 

McCoy & Bros. One of these drafts for a small amount was never paid and I still have it in my 

safe. I would like to collect it now with compound interest. 

 “On our trip from Lockhart, Texas, to Abilene, Kansas, we found plenty of grass and water. 

The cattle arrived in Abilene in fine condition and were rolling fat when sold. 

 “After selling out we bought new wagons and harness and made work horses out of our cow 

ponies. We sent the boys through Arkansas and loaded the wagons with red apples. After 

reaching Texas they placed an apple on a twig on the front end of the wagon and began to peddle 

them. They received a fine price for those that they did not eat or give away to the girls along the 

road. . . . 

 “I followed the trail from 1868 to 1887. I bought cattle in Texas and New Mexico and drove 

them to Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, Montana, Oregon, Wyoming, 

Utah, Idaho and Nevada. My first herd numbered 600 Texas steers. The largest herd I ever drove 

from Texas was 4,500 steers . . . 

About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 
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 “. . . At first we could buy cattle in Texas on time and sell them in Kansas and the territories 

for cash, but the last few years I drove we had to pay cash for cattle and sell to Northern Buyers 

on credit, and then I quit the trail.” 
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