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Killing and Capturing Buffalo in Kansas 
By M.A. Withers of Lockhart, Texas 

 

“In 1872 on the Smoky River near Hays City, Kansas, while with a herd of cattle we had a big 

stampede. While running in the lead of the steers I saw by a flash of lightning that I was on the 

edge of a big bluff of the river. There was nothing left for me to do but jump, so I spurred my 

horse and landed in the river, which had three or four feet of water in it. Neither my horse nor I 

was hurt, although some of the steers were killed and many crippled. . . . 

 “While following the trail I was in a number of storms. During a storm in 1882, while I was 

delivering cattle to Gus Johnson, he was killed by lightning. G.B. Withers, Johnson and I were 

riding together when the lightning struck. It set Johnson’s undershirt on fire and his gold shirt 

stud, which was set with a diamond was melted and the diamond was never found. His hat was 

torn to pieces and mine had all the plush burned off of the top. I was not seriously hurt, but G.B. 

Withers lost one eye by the same stroke that killed Johnson.” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


