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Punching Cattle on the Trail to Kansas 
By W.B. Hardeman of Devine, Texas 

 

“I was just a farmer boy, started to church at Prairie Lea one Sunday, met Tom Baylor (he having 

written me a note several days before, asking if I wanted to go up the trail) and the first thing he 

said was, ‘Well, are you going?’ I said, ‘Yes,’ so he said, ‘Well, you have no time to go to 

church.’ . . . There I was, with a white shirt, collar and cravet, starting on the trail. You can 

imagine just how green I was. 

 “. . . We were gone seven months, so I had plenty of time to learn a few things in regard to 

driving cattle. We were a month putting up the herd. I was always left to hold the cattle, and 

when we finally drove out of the timber and reached the prairie, the grass was ten inches in 

height, green as a wheat field and the cattle were poor and hungry, so went to chopping that grass 

as though they were paid. There was a nice little shade tree right near, so I got off my horse to sit 

in the shade for a few minutes and watch the cattle. The first thing I knew Tom Baylor was 

waking me. I thought, ‘Well, I have gone to sleep on guard. I had just as well put my hand in 

Colonel Ellison’s pocket and taken his money.’ I never got off my horse any more when on duty, 

though I have seen the time when I would have given five dollars for one-half hour’s sleep. I 

would even put tobacco in my eyes to keep awake. Our regular work was near eighteen hours a 

day, and twenty-four if a bad night, then the next day, just as though we had slept all night, and 

most of us getting only $30.00 per month and grub, bad weather making from twenty-four to 

forty-eight hours, never thinking of ‘time and overtime,’ or calling for shorter hours and more 

pay.” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


