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Reminiscences of Old Trail Driving 
By J.M. Hankins, 2923 South Presa Street, San Antonio, Texas 

 

“In 1874 I left home again in February with Ellison & Dewees, with young Jim Ellison as boss. 

We went to San Antonio, where we received a bunch of cow ponies, and then established camp 

near the Cibolo, where the Lowe cattle were received and started. Our camp was the catch and 

cut-out for all the other bosses. Young Jim Ellison took the first herd with all negro hands about 

the 9th of March. Jim Rowden took the second herd, and so on, until all the Lowe cattle were 

received and started. . . . 

 “When we were nearing Red River we threw in with Peter Smith, making one large herd, 

with which I stayed until we arrived at Dodge City, Kansas. Our trip was like most others, 

sometimes good, and at other times pretty tough, especially when the cattle stampeded during 

stormy nights and mixed with other herds, causing no end of worry and trouble and often forcing 

us to go without breakfast until 10 or 11 o’clock the next day. But as soon as we were filled with 

frijoles and black coffee, and the sun shone clear, we were jolly and happy again. 

 One little incident during a run on a stormy night was amusing. The cattle had been running 

most of the night, but at last they had quieted down. We saw a light a short distance away 

swinging around, and heard a voice calling out to us. We supposed it was the cook, and the boss 

said some ugly words about the cook screaming at us, and sent a man into the herd to find out 

what he wanted. It turned out to be a man standing on the top of his dug-out, and he was in great 

distress. The cattle had crushed in the roof of his domicile and one had fallen through his 

bedroom and disturbed his peaceful slumbers.” 
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Note: As cultures change, so do languages. While it is not appropriate to use some of J.M. 

Hankins’ language in modern communication, historical documents exhibit the language used at 

the time they were created. 

 

About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


