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Habits and Customs of Early Texans 
By L.B. Anderson, Sequin, Texas 

 

“I was born in Amite County, Mississippi, March 24, 1949. Came overland with my parents to 

Texas in the spring of 1853. Our outfit consisted of two wagons and a buggy, and we also 

brought several of our negro slaves. . . . 

 “We lived care-free and happy until the outbreak of the Civil War, when father and my older 

brother went into service to fight for the South, leaving me, a lad of only 11 years, the only 

protection for my mother and younger brothers and sisters . . . Among other things it was my 

duty to look after the cattle accumulated on the range and after the war when the men returned 

cow hunting became general. From ten to twenty men would gather at some point, usually at old 

man Konda’s in the center of the cow range, and round up the cattle. . . . The drives would 

generally wind up at old man Konda’s, from where he had started, and here division was made, 

each man taking his cattle home, where they would be branded and turned out on the range 

again. . . . 

 “There was no local market for the cattle, and the Kansas drives started about that time. 

Eugene Millett and his two brothers, Alonzo and Hie, engaged in buying beeves and work oxen 

to send up the trail in 1869. . . . I was already a cowboy in my own estimation, those hunts on the 

range having given me a taste of the life. Hearing Millett’s men tell of their trips up the trail, I 

decided at once that that was the life for me, so I told my father I wanted to go with the herd. He 

very reluctantly gave his consent, but made me promise that if I was going to be a cowman that I 

would be ‘an honest one.’ He then proceeded to give me a lot of advice, and presented me with a 

ten-dollar gold piece for use on the trip. My mother sewed that money in the band of my trousers 

(breeches, we called them in those days) and I carried it to Kansas and back that way, and when I 

returned home I gave it back to my father. 

 “The next fall and winter I worked for Pinkney Low, gathering cattle on the range to be taken 

up the trail in the spring. I went on the trail every year thereafter until 1887, when the trail was 

virtually closed. I went twice as a hand and sixteen times as boss of the herd. I drove over every 

trail from the Gulf of Mexico to the Dakotas and Montana, but the Chisholm Trail was the one I 

traveled the most.” 

  

  Anderson, L.B. “Habits and Customs of Early Texas.” The Trail Drivers of Texas: 

Interesting Sketches of Early Cowboys and their Experiences on the Range and on the Trail 

during the Days that Tried Men’s Souls—True Narratives Related by Real Cow-Punchers and 

About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 
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Men who Fathered the Cattle Industry in Texas. Ed. J. Marvin Hunter. 2nd ed. Nashville: 

Cokesbury Press. 1925. 183-185. Print. 

 

 

Note: As cultures change, so do languages. While it is not appropriate to use some of L.B. 

Anderson’s language in modern communication, historical documents exhibit the language used 

at the time they were created. 

 


