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Section 3: Research the Impact of 1860s-1880s Cattle Drives 
 

 

Overview: 

Section 3 provides students with the opportunity to conduct research on cattle trail 

cowboys and the impact of the trails on the physical and economic development of 

Kansas using primary sources.  

 While lessons are included for conducting research with four different types of 

primary sources – artifacts, photographs, written records, and music – it is not necessary 

for students to research using all four types of sources. The instructor may choose the 

research experience desired for his/her students. The optimum experience would be to 

use all four types of primary sources to research one topic. At a minimum it is 

recommended that students use at least two different types of sources in their research to 

reinforce the need to cross check information.  

 An introduction to the research project is included in Lesson 3a. Class instruction 

should begin with Lesson 3a regardless of the amount, or type, of research students do. 

 A conclusion to the research project is included in Lesson 3f. This conclusion may be 

used regardless of the amount or type of research done, although the students’ depth of 

understanding of the topic will be enhanced by more extensive research.  

 

Compelling Question: 

What was impact of the 1860s-1880s cattle drives? 

 

Objectives: 

Content 

 Students identify reasons Texas cattle drives came to, and through, Kansas and 

why they ended. 

 Students identify ways the cattle drives impacted Kansas. 

 Students gain an understanding of the duties, equipment and impact of the 

environment on the daily life of nineteenth century cattle trail cowboys. 

Skills 

 Students conduct primary source research using an artifact, a photograph, a 

written source, and/or folk music. 

 Students record and organize their research using a graphic organizer. 

 Students connect their nineteenth century research to a contemporary issue. 
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