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Lesson 3a: Introduction to Research 
 

 

Note: 

For an overview of this lesson, the compelling question, and objectives see the 

introduction to the lessons in Section 3 on page 11.  Lesson 3a serves as the first lesson in 

Section 3. Because it sets up the research being done in lessons 3b-3e and the 

interpretation of that research in lesson 3f, it should be completed before beginning any 

of the other lessons in Section 3. 

 

Items used from the trunk: 

 CD Cattle Trail Cowboys 

o Photo #25: Cattle Trail Map 

o Worksheet #2: Research Notes (included as a paper copy in this manual and 

as a pdf on the CD in this trunk or online at kshs.org) 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Copy Worksheet #2: Research Notes, one per student 

2. Identify a place to create an abbreviated KWL chart where information can be kept 

through the duration of the research project. Space should be provided for the topic of 

the research, a list of what the class knows, and a second list of what they want to 

know. For example: 

 

1860s-1880s Cowboys and Cattle Drives  

What we know What we want to know 

 Cowboys rode horses 

 Drove cattle to Kansas 

 Cowboys wore chaps and spurs 

 Why did ranchers move their cattle 

out of Texas? 

 Did they drive cattle to places 

besides Kansas? 

 What was the cowboy’s job? 

 What were Kansas cowtowns like? 

 How long did it take to get to 

Kansas? 

 

 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson 

a. Provide an opportunity for students to think about the topic and for the instructor 

to identify what they know, both accurate and inaccurate. Write the words 
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“Cowboys and Cattle Trails in the late 1800s” on the board. Have students take 

turns going silently to the board and writing something they know about the topic.  

b. Summarize what the class knows and list it on the abbreviated KWL chart where 

it can be seen, saved, and added to for the duration of the lesson. 

c. Explain that the class will learn about cowboys and cattle trails in the 1860s-

1880s by conducting primary source research. Set the stage for the class’s 

research by providing background information: 

 During the Civil War many men in Texas left home to fight for the 

Confederacy. Without these ranchers to manage their herds the number of 

cattle in Texas increased during the war. 

 Ranchers did not fence in their property at that time. Ranges were open so 

cattle wandered at will. 

 The cattle drives the class will study began not long after the Civil War ended. 

The railroads were rapidly expanding at the same time. 

 A market for beef could be found in the eastern United States.  

d. Initiate a class discussion about the problems, and/or opportunities this situation 

might bring. Share Photo #25: Cattle Trail Map. 

 

2. Asking Questions 

a. Asking questions is an important part of doing research. Explain that research 

projects often begin with a large, over reaching, question that the researcher wants 

to find the answer to. Write the unit’s compelling question in the appropriate 

column on the chart, “What was impact of the 1860s-1880s cattle drives?”  

b. Have the class list other questions they have about late nineteenth century cattle 

trails and the cowboys who worked them. Write these questions below the 

compelling question. Be sure to include questions related to the economic and 

entrepreneurial reasons for the cattle trails. Examples might include: 

 Why did ranchers start moving their cattle north? 

 Why did they drive cattle to Kansas? Did they drive cattle any place other 

than Kansas? 

 How did the arrival of farmers in Kansas change cattle drives? 

 What were Kansas cowtowns like? 

 Did cattle drives help or hurt towns like Abilene? 

 Why did people choose to work on a cattle drive? 

 What did cowboys wear? Why? 

 What did cowboys do on the drive? What was their job? 

 How long did it take to get from Texas to Kansas? How many miles was it? 

 How did the weather effect cattle drives? 

 How much money did a cowboy make?  
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 How were cattle owners able to make money by driving cattle so far and for 

so long? 

 Did the cattle drives help or hurt Kansas? 

 Why did the cattle drives end? 

c. Have the class quickly review the questions listed.  Do some of the questions seek 

specific facts or details while others look for general, or thematic, information? 

Will finding answers to the more specific questions help to answer the more 

general questions? 

d. Hand out Worksheet #2: Research Notes. Have each student identify two 

questions from the chart that he/she wants to find answers to and add them to the 

compelling question already listed on the worksheet.  

e. Explain that the class will conduct research using a variety of primary sources as 

they attempt to find answers to the questions. They will compile information by 

adding facts to Worksheet #2: Research Notes as they conduct their research. 
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