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Lesson 3b: Researching With Artifacts 
 

 

Note: 

For an overview of this lesson, compelling question, and objectives see the introduction 

to Section 3: Research the Life of a Cattle Trail Cowboy.  Lesson 3a, Introduction to 

Researching the Life of a Cattle Trail Cowboy, should be completed before beginning 

this lesson. Lesson 3f provides a conclusion to the research done in Section 3. 

 

Items from the trunk: 

 Silk Wipe 

 Lariat (natural fiber) 

 Gloves 

 CD “Cattle Trail Cowboys” 

o Worksheets 

 Worksheet #2: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy 

they began in Lesson 3a.) 

 Worksheet #1: Primary Source Research: Artifacts (included as a paper 

copy in this manual, as a pdf on the CD in this trunk, or online at kshs.org) 

o Artifact photos 

 Spur 

 3-D photos (html files) – 360 degree animation will open in a web 

browser. It will spin once and stop. Reload the page to spin it again. Move 

the artifact by clicking and dragging with the mouse. 

 Shotgun chaps 

 Boots 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. If necessary, review “Artifacts as Primary Sources” in the introduction of this manual. 

“Artifacts as Primary Sources” includes sample questions as an aid for those 

unfamiliar with using objects as primary sources. 

2. Decide how the class will be divided into groups. There are six objects used in this 

lesson: silk wipe, lariat, gloves, photo of a spur, and two 3-D photos of shotgun chaps 

and boots. Groups will be rotated through them so that each group examines three 

objects. 

3. Copy Worksheet #1: Primary Source Research: Artifacts – three copies per group.  

4. Have equipment available for groups to view the photos. 
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Lesson: 

1. Introduce Lesson 

a. The class is researching nineteenth century cattle trails and cowboys. Through the 

research students will seek answers to the questions they identified. Have students 

quickly review the questions they listed on their copy of Worksheet #2: 

Research Notes. 

b. Initiate a class discussion about why artifacts are considered primary sources. 

Artifacts are items made or used by people that can provide information about the 

time period they were made and/or used. 

c. Review the process of ‘reading’ an artifact and observation vs. inference as 

needed. 

 

2. Artifact Research 

a. Outline the activity: groups of students will “read” an object, record their 

information on a graphic organizer, and report to the class.  

b. Divide the class into groups so that each group is examining one object. Groups 

will rotate between objects so each group will examine three objects by the end of 

the activity. Pass out objects and three copies of Worksheet #1: Primary Source 

Research: Artifacts, one for each object the group will examine. 

c. Students should examine the objects closely. Because some types of objects are 

rare, and could not be physically included in the trunk even as reproductions, they 

are being presented through photographs. Note that without additional research 

students may not be able to correctly determine what the objects are. This is okay. 

Students should use observations and inferences to guess and be prepared to 

explain the reasoning behind any guesses to the class.  

d. Provide students an opportunity to examine the pieces and record their 

observations and inferences on their worksheet. Then proceed with the rotation 

until each group has examined three objects. 

e. Return all objects to the front of the class. 

f. As a class review the objects. Have groups report their observations, their 

inferences, what they think their object is, how they determined this, and what it 

tells them about the nineteenth century cattle trails and cowboys.  

g. Students should record new information they have learned on Worksheet #2: 

Research Notes as it applies. 

 

3. Review Artifact Research 

a. Point out differences between how various groups read the same object. 
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b. Initiate a class discussion about what students know, and don’t know, after 

examining the objects, what they inferred, and what they would like to learn. (e.g. 

Who made these objects? How were they made? Have students identified their 

function correctly?) 

c. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything he/she wants to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 
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