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Lesson 3d: Researching With Cowboy Songs 
 

 

Note: 

For an overview of this lesson, compelling question, and objectives see the introduction 

to Section 3: Research the Life of a Cattle Trail Cowboy.  Lesson 3a, Introduction to 

Researching the Life of a Cattle Trail Cowboy, should be completed before beginning 

this lesson. Lesson 3f provides a conclusion to the research done in Section 3. 

 

Items from the trunk: 

CD “Cattle Trail Cowboys” (Items on this CD can also be found at kshs.org) 

o Recording of “Dad Blamed Boss” (Saved as a cda file.) 

o Worksheet #2: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they 

began in Lesson 3a.) 

o Worksheet #4: Primary Source Research: Music 

o Worksheet #5: “Dad Blamed Boss” 

 

Items provided by teacher: 

Equipment to play the song “Dad Blamed Boss.” This file is saved as a cda file. 

 

Advance preparation: 

1. Copy Worksheet #4: Primary Source Research: Music – one copy per student  

2. Copy Worksheet #5: “Dad Blamed Boss” – one copy per student 

3. If necessary review the information about cowboy music in the Historical 

Background section of this manual. 

 

Artist biography: 

Dr. Jim Hoy performs both the vocal and instrumental parts for “Dad Blamed Boss” in 

this recording. Dr. Hoy served as a Professor of English at Emporia State University and 

often wrote about Flint Hills history and folklife. He grew up on a working cattle ranch 

near Cassidy that has been in his family for five generations. His experiences working 

cattle, breaking horses, and rodeoing, as well as his knowledge of the cowboy lore of the 

Flint Hills, formed the basis for much of his work. He is the author of numerous articles 

and books including Cowboys and Kansas: Stories from the Tallgrass Prairie. He 

recorded this version of “Dad Blamed Boss” for the “Cattle Trail Cowboy” traveling 

resource trunk in 2013. 
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Vocabulary for “Dad Blamed Boss”: 

Coffeyville boots – a style of cowboy boot associated with a Coffeyville, Kansas 

bootmaker (A 3-D photo of a Cofeyville type boot is included on the CD in this 

trunk.) 

Nag – old, worn-out horse 

Pitchin’ horse – bucking horse 

Punchin’ these cows – taking care of, or tending, to the cattle 

Slicker – rain coat 

Spur boss – supervisor of the cowboys on horses on a cattle drive 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce Lesson 

a. The class is researching nineteenth century cattle trails and cowboys. Through the 

research students will seek answers to the questions they have identified. Have 

students quickly review the questions they listed on their copy of Worksheet #2: 

Research Notes. 

b. Share the history of cowboy songs as: 

 Being in a folk tradition (a mix of various ethnic music traditions, passed from 

person to person as an oral tradition, evolves over time) 

 Working songs that reflect the duties of a cowboy (e.g., herding songs, cattle 

call songs) 

c. Cowboy songs are considered primary sources because they were created at the 

time of the cattle drives by the cattle trail cowboys and are part of their oral 

tradition.  

 

2. Cowboy Music Research 

a. Introduce the song the class will listen to. – Who recorded the song, when it was 

recorded, and why. Hand out Worksheet #4: Primary Source Research: Music 

and have students complete the “Pre-listening” portion of the worksheet. 

b. Play the song for the class. 

 Initiate a class discussion about what students heard (words, rhythms, etc.).  

 Hand out Worksheet #5: Dad Blamed Boss. Have students read through the 

words of the song as it is played again. 

 Have students individually complete the “Listening” portion of Worksheet 4: 

Primary Source Research: Music. 

 Together as a class share unfamiliar words and phrases. Work together to 

create definitions using context within the song and students’ prior knowledge 

of cattle drives and cowboys. Use the vocabulary list provided with this lesson 

to help direct the discussion as needed. 

c. Have students complete the “Post-listening” portion of Worksheet #4: Primary 

Source Research: Music. 
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d. Initiate a class discussion about what students thought was important in the song 

and what it told them about cattle trail cowboys. 

e. Students should add information to their copies of Worksheet #2: Research 

Notes as appropriate. 

 

3. Review Music Research 

a. Initiate a class discussion about  

 the value of traditional or folk music as a primary source 

 the value in exploring multiple perspectives when doing historical research, 

and 

 whether examining “Dad Blamed Boss” added to the students’ understanding 

of cattle trails and cowboys and/or initiated new questions students would like 

answers to.  

b. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything he/she wants to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 
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