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Lesson 3e: Researching With Written Sources 
 

 

Notes: 

For an overview of this lesson, compelling question, and objectives see the introduction 

to Section 3: Research the Life of a Cattle Trail Cowboy.  Lesson 3a, Introduction to 

Researching the Life of a Cattle Trail Cowboy, should be completed before beginning 

this lesson. Lesson 3f provides a conclusion to the research done in Section 3. 

 

Sensitive Language: In document 13, “The Milk of Human Kindness is Drying Up,” 

Hindes writes, “I was herd boss, had a yoke of oxen, mess chart, one negro and eight 

Mexicans with me on that trip . . .” Make certain your students know that as cultures 

change, so do languages. While it is not appropriate to use this description in modern 

communication, historical documents exhibit the language used at that time. A large 

number of cowboys were African American, Mexican or American Indian because they 

were good at their work, valued for their knowledge and skill, and present at the time and 

place of the cattle drives. Documents 31 and 32 contain similar language. 

 

Items from the trunk: 

CD “Cattle Trail Cowboys” (Items on this CD can also be found at kshs.org) 

o # 1-39:  Primary Source Documents (See Advance Preparation information 

below) 

o Worksheet #2: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they 

began in Lesson 3a.) 

o Worksheet #6: Primary Source Research: Written Sources 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Decide how the primary source documents will be assigned and the number of 

sources to be assigned per student.  Students can research multiple sources, and 

the same source can be assigned to more than one student. While not all the 

sources need to be used, it is beneficial for students to conduct research on more 

than one source. See the “Chart of Primary Sources for Lesson 3e” for a quick 

overview of them. (This chart is located at the end of this lesson and on the CD in 

the folder with the sources.) 

2. Copy Worksheet #6: Primary Source Research: Written Sources - Each student 

will need one copy for each source he/she is assigned. 

3. Decide whether students will read electronic or paper copies of the assigned 

sources and prepare the sources accordingly. 
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Lesson: 

1. Introduce Lesson 

a. The class is conducting research to determine the impact of nineteenth century 

cattle trails and cowboys. 

b. Introduce first-hand written accounts as one source of information about cattle 

trail cowboys. Review types of first-hand accounts – e.g., diaries, journals, 

memoirs, newspapers, city council minutes, and advertisements. 

c. Initiate a class discussion about possible differences in these types of sources. 

Consider when they were written in relationship with the event(s) being written 

about, the intended audience, etc.  How do things like this influence the 

information contained in the source or its reliability? For example: 

 something written years after an event could be influenced by memory or 

outside information learned afterwards, or separately from the event itself, 

 the author might enhance, or downplay, the event depending upon the 

intended audience and the reason the piece was written (e.g., writing about an 

event for a police report vs. an awards ceremony). 

 

2. Written Sources (model with one source first if necessary) 

a. Hand out one to three sources to each student and one copy per source of 

Worksheet #6: Primary Source Research: Written Sources. (The same source 

can be assigned to more than one person, and students may also research multiple 

sources.) 

b. Have students read their assigned sources and complete one worksheet for each 

source.  

c. Review sources together as a class 

 One by one review each source. As each document is reviewed the students 

assigned to it should introduce the document (sourcing), provide a brief 

synopsis of it, list unfamiliar words and/or phrases, and share what it told 

them about cattle drives in the late 1800s and/or any impact they had. 

 Add new facts students learned and/or new questions they have to the list 

being complied on the board. 

d. Students should add information to Worksheet #2: Research Notes as 

appropriate. 

 

3. Review Research 

a. Initiate a class discussion about: 

 the value of using first-hand accounts in research, 

 types of information found in them that were not found in other types of 

sources, 
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 whether any of the first-hand accounts offered contradictory information, and 

 whether reading the first-hand accounts added to the students’ understanding 

of the cattle drives of the 1860s to 1880s and/or initiated new questions 

students would like answers to.  

b. Remind the class that historians study the past by examining the evidence left 

behind. Even when looking at multiple sources there are not always enough clues 

to tell the researcher everything he/she wants to know. Research is the process of 

collecting clues to answer questions. 

 

 

 

Chart of Primary Source Documents for Lesson 3e 

 

# Type Content Author 

1 Letter Settlers ask governor to keep herds out of Gove 

and Trego counties 

Chicago Soldiers Colony 

2 2 2 Guide Railroad company guide of cattle trail routes Kansas Pacific Railway 

3 3 3 Diary Settler writes about cattle herds  Abbie Bright 

4 4 4 Diary Texas cattle in settler’s garden Abbie Bright 

5 5 55 Diary Settler writes of Texas fever Abbie Bright 

6 6 6 Memoir German immigrant herds cattle, stampede B. Vesper 

7 Memoir Bad weather, bad cook, Mexican drover G.W. Mills 

8 Memoir Texas roundup, open range, cattle prices John James Haynes 

9 Memoir Open range, stampede, singing to cattle J.M. Custer 

10 Memoir 17 years old drover, marking cattle, saw first 

train 

J.C. Thompson 

11 Memoir Drover’s gear, salary, Mexican drovers, infant 

cowtowns 

Branch Isbell 

12 Memoir Navigate by stars Col. Ike T. Pryor 

13 Memoir African American and Mexican drovers, income, 

swimming a river 

George F. Hindes 

14 Memoir Newton description, sold cattle in Abilene, return 

to Texas, clothing and boots purchased in Kansas 

George W. Saunders 

15 Memoir Holding cattle near Abilene, settlers want cow 

chips 

George W. Saunders 

16 Memoir Purchase supplies, crossing Indian territory, 

buffalo 

Pleasant Burnell Butler 

17 Memoir Singing at night I.H. Elder 

18 Memoir Salary, Kansas clothing purchases R.J. Jennings 

19 Memoir 16 year old, gear needed for trail Ben Drake 

20 Memoir Mexican crew, settlers fear Texas fever A.F. Carvajal 

21 Memoir 20 year old; tornado, storms and stampede; 

Abilene description, 

L.D. Taylor 

22 Memoir Herd dynamics, stampedes, singing to cattle John C. Jacobs 
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# Type Content Author 

23 Memoir Salary, duties, stampede E.P. Byler 

24 Memoir Teenager, description of Abilene, clothing and 

boots purchased in Kansas, played fiddle at night 

Lake Porter 

25 Memoir Cattle prices, calf-killing days John M. Sharpe 

26 Memoir Crossing swollen river, Texas fever Dr. J. Hargus 

27 Memoir Early cattle drive to Louisiana for Confederacy, 

describe Wichita, cattle prices and trail costs 

M.A. Withers 

28 Memoir Storms, lightening, stampede M.A. Withers 

29 Memoir Explain trail crew, supplies, chuck wagon W.T. (Bill) Jackman 

30 Memoir Young cowboy, salary, trying to stay awake W.B. Hardeman 

31 Memoir African American cowboys, stampedes, cattle 

and dugout  

J.M. Hankins 

32 Memoir Rounding up Texas cattle after Civil War, open 

range 

L.B. Anderson 

33 Memoir Describes Newton and Abilene L.B. Anderson 

34 Journal Describes Junction City and Abilene William Brown 

35 Newspaper Cattle volume and prices Abilene Chronicle 

36 Minutes Cattle thoroughfare and city seal Wichita City Council 

37 Newspaper Benefits of driving cattle to Ellsworth Ellsworth Reporter 

38 Newspaper Number of cattle to arrive in Ellsworth Ellsworth Reporter 

39 Circular Benefits of driving cattle to Wichita E.H. Durfee & Co. 

 

 

 


