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Section 3f: Concluding the Research 
 

 

Note: 

This lesson provides students an opportunity to develop an interpretation from the research they 

have done. The lesson assumes that students are familiar with the compelling question and 

objectives that directed their research (Lesson 3a) and have completed primary source research 

on the topic (Lessons 3b-3e). 

 

 

Items from the trunk: 

CD “Cattle Traill Cowboys” (Items on this CD can also be found at kshs.org) 

o Worksheet #2: Research Notes (Students should continue using the copy they began in 

Lesson 3a and have updated with their research.) 

o Cool Things Podcast #45 (January 2, 2008): The story of Gus Bellport’s saddle 

 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce Lesson 

a. Review the process the class went through from identifying questions, researching 

primary sources, and recording information. 

 

2. Review and Apply Research 

a. Class Discussion 

 Did the research support and/or disprove any of the facts the class knew before 

beginning their research? 

 Review the list of the students’ questions and the answers they found for them. Did 

the research provide answers to the questions the class had identified? 

 How did students interpret the compelling question that drove the research, “What 

was the impact of the 1860s – 1880s cattle drives?” Have students share some of the 

impacts they saw related to the cattle drives. The question is very broad and could be 

answered in many ways such as the impact on the economy, on the social structure of 

the rural south, on cattle ranchers or cowboys, on railroad companies or local 

businesses in Kansas cowtowns, on town development in Kansas, on the diets of 

Americans, etc.? 

 Bring the discussion to the present day. 

o How do the cattle drives continue to impact Kansas today? (An examples might 

include the impact of ranching and feedlots on the growth of corn in Kansas or 

town development.) 

o Are there comparable examples of a business or industry today that impacts the 

people, infrastructure, and environment of a region today? (Examples might 

include bioscience research or fracking.) 
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3. Assessment Ideas 

Assign projects based upon one of the questions the student researched. Project could include 

such things as a paper, exhibit, writing captions for cattle drive photos, a youtube video, skit, 

tweets documenting a fictional cattle drive, or an online newspaper article. 

 

If desired, share the story of Gus Bellport’s saddle as one example. The saddle is in the 

collection of the Kansas Museum of History. It was researched by staff at the museum and 

the research presented in this podcast. 

a. Have students connect their research to a contemporary issue. For example: 

 Many of the cowboys were young. How do their lives compare with the lives of 

people of similar ages today? 

 What was the 19
th

 century cattle trail cowboys relationship with the environment 

compared to that of the students’ relationship with it today? How has it changed and 

why? 

 Is there a comparable industry today driving the development of new systems of 

transportation or new towns?  

 Compare inequities in pay then and now. 

b. View one or more classic westerns and compare the lifestyle, dress, and demeanor of 

movie cowboys with those of the cowboys studied in this research project. 

c. Write a fictional narrative from the perspective of a nineteenth century cattle trail 

cowboy. Conduct additional research as necessary. Assume the role of a young man who 

worked as a cowboy. What effect would it have on your family? Your education? Why 

would it appeal to you? Explore the issue of choices having consequences. 

d. These cattle drives took place at a time when the United States was still torn apart by the 

Civil War. They provided a neutral setting where shared experiences, or memories, were 

created for the nation as a whole. From that arose the American cowboy as an icon for the 

nation, almost a mythical figure representing all that is heroic, chivalrous, daring, 

exciting, noble, strong, young, and invincible. (A United States version of an Arthurian 

knight.) 

 Is there anything dividing our nation today, and what unifying experience, or 

memory, might bring unity? 

 Compare Gene Autry’s Cowboy Code from the mid-twentieth century to the 1860s-

1880s cowboys from the research project. 

 

 

 


