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Section 4: Then and Now 
 

 

Overview: 

Students study objects and photos to compare and contrast the cowboys of the cattle trail 

era and those of today.  

Compelling Question: 

How is the work of today’s cowboys the same, or different, from that of cowboys from 

the 1860s-1880s? 

Objectives: 

Content:  

 Students gain an understanding of the duties, equipment and impact of the 

environment on the daily life of nineteenth century cattle trail cowboys and those 

of today. 

Skills: 

 The student compares and contrasts primary sources from different time periods. 

 Students organize research using a “T” chart. 

 The student forms an opinion about change over time based on research and class 

discussion. 

 

Items used: 

CD “Cattle Trail Cowboys” 

 Artifact Photos (Then) 

o Spurs 

o 3-D Photos 

 Shotgun chaps 

 Boots 

 Worksheet #7: Then and Now 

Objects (Then) 

 Lariat (made from natural fibers) 

Objects (Now) 

 Chinks 

 Boots 

 Spurs 

 Lariat (nylon) 

 

Do In Advance: 

 Arrange for groups to view photos 

 Copy Worksheet #7: Then and Now – one copy per student 
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Sample “T” Chart: 

 

 

Functions and some materials are similar 

(“How it was used?” and/or “What is it?)  

Examples: 

 Catch cattle with ropes 

 Wear protective gear 

The people using the object and some of 

the material they are made from will be 

different. Examples: 

 Material the gear is made from 

(natural vs. man-made) 

  

 

 

Lesson: 

1. Introduce lesson  

a. Activate prior knowledge about the work done by cowboys historically and today.  

b. Introduce artifacts as primary sources and studying them as one way to learn about 

the people who made and/or used them. Research is the process of looking for 

answers to questions by examining sources. Primary sources will help the class to 

learn about the past. Some of the pieces the class will look are important, but also 

too expensive and rare to include in the trunk. For these objects 3-dimensional 

photos are included. This will provide students with an opportunity to view the 

pieces from all sides and to zoom in for a close-up examination.  

2. Conduct primary source research using artifacts 

a. Divide class into three groups. Pass out Worksheet #7: Then and Now, one copy 

per student. Explain that the class will be doing research to answer the question 

“How is the work of today’s cowboys the same, or different, from that of cowboys 

from the 1860s-1880s?” This graphic organizer provides a place for them to record 

and organize their research. 

b. Pass out one period object (lariat reproduction and photos of spur, boots and 

shotgun chaps) and one matching 21st century object to each group. Have class 

identify which represents “then” and which represents “now” on their graphic 

organizer. 

c. Direct students to examine the objects and use their observations and prior 

knowledge to complete the worksheet. Explain that the two objects share 

something in common. Answers should be given for all the questions. Guesses are 

OK if students do not know the correct answers, but students should be able to 

provide evidence/reasons to support their answers or guesses.  

d. Rotate groups through the objects so that each group has examined each of the four 

sets of objects. 

 

 

 

Similar Different  
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3. Present and compile research 

a. Explain that collecting information through research is one step in answering the 

question, “How is the work of today’s cowboys the same, or different, from those 

of cowboys from the 1860s-1880s?” The next step is to compile the research from 

all the groups and look for a pattern.  

b. Create a “T” chart to compare how the “then” and “now” pieces are similar to, and 

different from, each other. 

c. Have groups share their observations about how pieces are similar and how they 

are different. List these all together on the “T” chart. 

d. Using the information on the “T” chart, initiate a class discussion about why the 

objects are similar or different. What has changed in the work of the cowboy 

since the cattle trail era of the 1860s-1880s? Consider technological innovations, 

environmental factors, etc. (Example: The cattle trail era was one of open ranges 

where cowboys spent the majority of their time in the saddle. Fencing has 

changed ranching today,  and this change is reflected in some of the equipment 

used.) 

 

 

Assessment: 

1. Worksheet 7: Then and Now 

2. Presentation of research to class 

3. Participation in group and class discussion 
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