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Glossary 

 
Bandana – See wipe.   

 

Boots (1860s-1880s) - By the 1870s, the military boot tradition had evolved to fill the unique 

needs of cowboys. They wanted a boot that protected their legs, let their toe slide easily into 

the stirrup, and kept their foot from sliding all the way through the stirrup. Most cow towns 

had at least one boot shop where a cowboy could about a month’s wages on a pair of custom 

made boots. Bootmakers prospered during the cow town boom. The popular Coffeyville boot 

is named for the cow town where it originated, Coffeyville, Kansas. Many early cowboy boots 

were similar to it. One piece of leather formed the back from the heel to the knee. The front of 

the boot was made in two parts. A molded leather piece covered the foot and leg from the toe 

to three quarters of the way to the knee. Above this was a second piece of leather that was 

often cut to make the front of the boot higher than the back. It was here that cowboys would 

request the addition of a red star or another special design. Wooden pegs attached the soles. 

Leather pulls at the knee helped when pulling the boots on. 

 

Boots (21
st
 century) - Cowboy boots continued to evolve after the era of long cattle drives. 

Today they come in a wide variety of styles. Their high underslung heel and leather uppers 

continue offer the same protection as those of the late 1800s. They protect the rider’s legs, 

allow the toe to slide easily into the stirrup, and prevent the foot from sliding all the way 

through the stirrup. Additional changes have improved the boot. A heel slightly wider than the 

boot keeps spurs from sliding off the heel and getting lost. Stitching on top of the foot and 

around the leg prevents the boots from sagging. The influence of Hollywood actors and 

Nashville musicians moved the cowboy boot from one of purely functional footwear to 

fashion footwear. A wide range of colors, exotic hides, stitching and inlay designs allow for a 

boot as individual as the person wearing it. 

 

Brand – Symbol burned into the hides of animals as a mark of ownership. 

 

Chaps – Chaps protect the rider’s legs from thorny brush and add another layer between the 

rider and rainy or cold weather. The leather of the chaps also allows the legs to grip the saddle 

more tightly.. The word chaps comes from the Mexican word chaparajos. 

 

Chaps (Shotgun) – Shotgun chaps are basically loose fitting leather trousers with no seat and 

the type of chaps common in the 1860s-1880s. Each leg is made from one piece of leather 

laced up the outside of the leg. The result is a tube-like leg covering. A belt buckled in the 

back held the two legs together. Cowboys made their own chaps or bought them from a 

saddler. On long cattle drives most cowboys spent their days on horseback, working cattle on 

the open range. Shotgun chaps work well for riders who spend hours at a time on horseback 
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and did not need to take their chaps on and off throughout the day. Some cowboys found the 

shotgun chaps heavy and cumbersome and preferred not to wear them. 

 

Chinks – Chinks buckle around the waist, have no seat, and are designed so the back of the leg 

is mostly uncovered. Unlike shotgun chaps, they are not tubes of leather that a rider slides 

his, or her, leg into. Chinks reach two to four inches below the knee which make them about 

three-quarters the length of a pair of chaps. Long fringe on the side and bottom make them 

appear longer. They provide less protection from brush and thorns than chaps, are cooler to 

wear in warm temperatures, and are easier to move around in while on foot.  The origin of 

chinks is unclear. Some believe they evolved from the Spanish cowboy tradition in California 

while others believe they originated when cowboys cut down well-worn and frayed batwing 

chaps to extend their life. However they originated, chinks became popular in the 1920s with 

buckaroos, cowboys working the Great Basin area of the United States. By the late twentieth 

century chinks could also be found on the legs of cowboys on the Great Plains.  

 

Chips – Dried dung, often burned for fuel on the plains. 

 

Chuck Wagon – The supply station and mobile kitchen used on round-ups or long cattle drives. 

 

Circular – An advertisement usually prepared in large numbers. 

 

Dogies/Doggies – Motherless calves. 

 

Folk Music –Music with no known composer that has been passed down through oral tradition 

over generations and often exists with different versions or regional variations. Traditional 

folk music is a primary source because it is original and authentic to the time period in which 

it was produced. It is important as a primary source because it presents information about folk 

or common people, groups often underrepresented in primary source research. (This trunk 

uses the term folk music to mean traditional music as a folk art. It does not include the popular 

folk music genre which evolved out of the traditional folk art music beginning in the mid-20th 

century.) 

 

Gloves (1860s-1880s) - Gloves were an important part of a cattle trail cowboy’s year. They had 

multiple purposes. During cold weather gloves helped keep hands warm. During warmer 

weather gloves added a layer of protection against rope and rein burns. Gloves were usually of 

smooth-surfaced leather, often of good quality buckskin. Quality was important as it lessened 

the chance of the gloves becoming stiff if they got wet. Most gloves had a flaring gauntlet at 

the wrist of four to five inches. This design was carried over from the gloves worn by the 

military during the Civil War. The gauntlet kept cold winds from blowing up a sleeve, but 

they made gloves too large to fit in most pockets. 
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Grangers – Farmers. 

 

Hat (1860s-1880s) - Cattle trail era cowboys did not have one specific style of hat. It just needed 

to be functional. The main purpose of the hat was to protect the head from sun and weather. 

Hats were used many other ways though. Cowboys could water their horse from the crown, 

pillow their head on it at night, fan a fire, or wave it as a signal. A soft felt hat that held its 

shape was typical. A wide, flat brim that did not flop to keep off the sun was important. A 

rounded crown was popular. By the end of the long cattle drive era the evolution of the 

cowboy hat began to appear as rolled brims began to appear to keep them out of the way of 

the lariat. Pinched crowns emerged as cowboys sought to get a better grip on their hats. 

Whatever the style of the crown, the hat needed to be durable, waterproof and lightweight. 

 

Hat (21
st
 century) - Today’s cowboy hat has a unique appearance that identifies it immediately. 

It is a place where fashion and function meet and has become a symbol of the American West. 

While early cowboys wore hats purely for the function of covering their head with a wide 

brim, today’s cowboy hats have become part of the western lifestyle. It is recognized around 

the world and is a defining item of clothing in western wear. The hat’s basic construction is 

similar to those worn by cowboys in the late 1800s. The curled brims and pinched crowns that 

had begun to emerge by the end of the long cattle drive era have exploded into a wide range of 

brim and crown shapes and styles.  

 

 

Hogwallows – Mud holes. Depressions in the land made by rain. 

 

Indian Territory – Before Oklahoma gained statehood it was Indian Territory. 

 

Lariat  – The word lariat comes from the Mexican “la reata” and simply means a rope with a 

long noose used to catch cattle or other animals. The length of a lariat varied from between 40 

to 70 feet depending upon the person using it. At one end of the lariat was a hondo, an eye 

made by knotting or splicing the rope and lined with leather or another smooth material. A 

knot at the other end of the rope kept it from fraying. Passing the knotted end through the 

hondo formed the noose. Lariats are made from stiff rope so that the noose stays open when 

thrown.  

 

Cowboys riding the trails in the late 1800s usually used lariats made from imported Manila 

hemp. During the years of the cattle drives Manila hemp was readily available and 

economical. Cowboys broke in a new lariat by dragging it behind a wagon or horse or by 

stretching it between two posts. This conditioning freed the lariat of kinks and twists.  The 
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lariat is an important tool so it is always coiled and put away when not in use. When on 

horseback the cowboy coiled it and hung it on the side of the saddle below the saddle horn. 

 

Most ropes used today are made from synthetic fibers such as nylon or polyester. These are 

durable and easy to condition. The ends of these ropes can be melted to keep them from 

fraying. Nylon lariats are broken in by stretching them. This makes the rope feel softer and 

throw straighter. 

 

 

Light a shuck – To leave in a hurry. 

 

Longhorn – Wild breed of cattle with long horns found in Texas in the 1800s. 

 

Mavericks – Unbranded calf or yearling. 

 

Oxen – Cattle trained to work while wearing a yoke. 

 

Quantrell – William Quantrill, a confederate guerrilla fighter who led between 300 to 400 

followers in an attack on Lawrence, Kansas on during the Civil War. They killed between 185 

to 200 men and boys. 

 

Photography, late nineteenth century era – Photography was in its youth during the decades 

the cattle trails were most active. The first fully successful and practical photographic process 

dates from 1839, only twenty-six years prior to the end of the Civil War. In the 1860s photos 

were made directly onto glass or metal plates coated with a light sensitive liquid, dried, and 

inserted into the camera. Each photograph was unique, one-of-a-kind, because there were no 

negatives. Photos appeared directly on the glass or metal plate inserted into the camera. Only 

one photograph could be made, and the model had to remain very still due to the length of 

time it took the photographic chemicals to work. Most photos were shot in studios due to the 

fragile and cumbersome nature of the equipment and the chemicals needed to process the 

photos. Because photographs were fragile and one-of-a-kind items they were usually 

protected in small cases with lids that closed over the image and latched shut. By the end of 

the nineteenth century photos were being printed on cardboard mounts which made them less 

fragile and more common than in previous decades. They still remained unique and treasured 

items due to their scarcity. The number of photos produced during the years of the cattle 

drives is miniscule compared to the numbers produced digitally today. 

 

Primary Source – The “raw materials” of history that were created during the time period or by 

participants in the event (e.g., photographs, diaries, census records, letters, and maps). 

 



Catt le Trail Cow boys  Kansas Historical Society ©2016 

Remuda – Herd of extra saddle horses. 

 

Round-up – Gathering scattered cattle together, usually to brand them, to doctor them, or to 

prepare for a cattle drive. 

 

Secondary Source – An account of the past based on information from primary sources and 

secondary sources written by someone who was not an eye witness to the event. 

 

Short horn – An inexperienced cowboy from the east. 

 

Sourcing – Reviewing the origins of a source being used in research. Gathering information 

about a source will help determine if it is reliable. This includes knowing who wrote it; why, 

when and where it was written; the author’s perspective; and the intended audience. 

 

Spurs (1860s-1880s) - The everyday gear for a working cowboy included spurs which were 

always worn while on horseback and usually worn when not. Spurs helped to direct a horse 

not punish it. The early spurs were often handmade from a single piece of metal cut and 

hammered into shape. To keep the spur on the boot a leather strap passed over the arch of the 

foot and often a chain passed under the instep and in front of the heel. Some spurs sported 

jingle bobs, pear shaped pendants that hung from the end of the rowel’s axle. The sole 

purpose of the jingle bob was to make a jingling noise as the cowboy walked. Many early 

cowboys used Mexican style spurs with large rowels. By the late 1800s decorations of silver 

inlay and polished brass began to appear. This spur is made from iron with a leather strap. 

 

Spurs (21
st
 century) - Spurs are worn today for the same reason they were worn in the 1800s, to 

direct a horse. Most modern spurs are mass produced, often made from pieces of steel welded 

together. Leather straps worn over the foot’s arch help to keep the spur on the boot. An 

infinite variety of spurs is available for purchase. 

 

Stampede – Panicked charge of an entire herd. 

 

Texas Fever – Infection in cattle caused by ticks. Texas longhorns were immune but carried the 

deadly disease to other areas where domestic cattle became infected and died. People in the 

1860s to 1890s did not know it was carried by ticks and had many theories on how the Texas 

longhorns transmitted it. To protect the property of Kansas settlers the state created 

north/south lines that the Texas cattle drives could not go east of. The lines were gradually 

moved farther west over time. In1885 Kansas entirely outlawed Texas cattle drives in the 

state.  
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Tintype – The tintype is a photographic process that creates a direct positive image. A metal 

plate was painted black and then coated with a light sensitive emulsion. When this plate came 

into contact with light a negative was produced where light areas appeared dark and dark 

areas light. Since the negative was on the black paint it appeared as a positive image when 

viewed. Each shot made by a photographer produced only one photograph. Additional copies 

could not be printed from tintypes. Tintypes were more durable and less expensive than the 

glass ambrotypes. They were frequently mailed to friends and family. 

 

Wipe/Bandana – Wipes, either of silk or red cotton, were something most cowboys would not 

be found without. They were a multipurpose piece of equipment for cowboys that went by 

many different names – wipe, bandana, wild rag, or kerchief. Cowboys used their wipe as a 

dust mask, ear muff, sun protection, pot holder, towel or bandage. When riding behind a herd 

of cattle or in a dust storm, it could be pulled over the mouth and nose to filter out the dust. 

During sleet or freezing wind it could be worn the same way or used to tie a cowboy’s hat 

onto his head. When not in use a wipe was most often found knotted around a cowboy’s neck.   

 

 

Wrangler – Cowboy in charge of the horse herd or remuda. 

 

Zephrs – Gentle, mild breezes.  

 

 

 


