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Entry 1: 2
nd

 K.S.M. Invading Mo. 
 

“The Second regiment Kansas State Militia left Topeka on the 12th day of October 1864, to 

assist in repelling Gen. Price, who was menacing our State with a large force of rebel soldiers. I 

went with the regiment as one of the non-combatants and carried with me no weapons of any 

kind, besides a large pocket knife. We reached the border in two days, and remained in camp 

near Shawneetown Kansas, nearly one week. 

  “On the 14th the greater part of our regiment received new Enfield rifles in place of the old 

and nearly worthless carbines that had been issued to us the year before. 

 “…My Brother in law soon after loaned me his revolver, and I felt myself no longer in a 

defenseless condition. My steed, however, Was not at all satisfactory as a war horse. He was 

hard in the mouth, fractious and unreliable. Fire arms were his especial terror, and his courage in 

general was of very low grade. His little quirks and peculiarities had something to do with my 

subsequent introduction to the rebel Provost Guard…. 

 “Our command, which consisted of the seven companies of mounted men of our own 

regiment; five companies of the 3rd reg’t; one company of the 19th reg’t; and Burns’s Battery, 

consisting of one 24 pounder Brass howitzer, formed in marching column, under Col. G.W. 

Veale, and started for the State line. The whole force probably numbered 500 men.” 

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 13-19 transcription, 1-4 handwritten. 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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