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Entry 4: “A Predicament” 
 

“As soon as I heard the order given to open the battle with the cannon, I dismounted, and held 

my horse as securely as I could. He was in a fever of excitement. A few shots had just been fired 

at us by other concealed marksmen, and one of the bullets had whistled uncomfortably close to 

the old fellow’s head. ….Someone – Capt. Burns, no doubt – cried: 

 “ ‘Fire!’ 

  “I tightened my grip on the halter, but the piece missed fire. There was a loud snap, as the 

primer exploded, and a slight stir among the men in replacing it with a fresh one. In half a minute 

the order to fire was repeated and the cannon went off with a tremendous roar. The concussion 

was terrific. … 

  “My horse had now become perfectly frantic. I had managed to hold him so far, with the 

greatest difficulty. He began pulling backward, while I tugged at the halter. In a short time he 

had me several rods to the rear, and almost at the gap where we had entered the field. The 

crackle of musketry had now become continuous, and it still further excited him. I was in a 

dilemma. If I continued the struggle, the unruly brute would soon have me entirely off the field; 

and it might be a little embarrassing to explain the matter to my friends. If on the other hand, I 

should turn the frightened animal loose, my chances for walking home afoot would be good. … 

  “[I gave my horse to a wounded soldier and] I made my way back to the place I had occupied 

before the battle opened. What had happened during my absence, I am not able to tell. But I 

believe a charge by the rebels had been repulsed by double shotted discharges of canister. 

  “I found our line of battle in some confusion. Evidently, there were other horses as wild as 

my own.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 76-92 transcription, 34-42 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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