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Entry 6: “Southern Battle-flag” 
 

“Perhaps a better day could not have been chosen for the work in hand. The ground was firm, the 

air was cool; with just enough breeze to carry away the smoke, but not enough to interfere with 

aiming or to swerve the bullets…. 

  “For a time the exchange of shots was lively on both sides. At one time our line became 

disordered, and it threatened to break. I saw Col. Veale ride up and strive by voice and gesture, 

to restore steadiness to the wavering mass. I heard him cry out in a tone of Stern entreaty: “For 

God’s sake, men, keep our places in line!”  Lieut. Col. Greene was doing all that was possible to 

encourage the men also. But the trouble was mostly with the horses, not the men. 

  “To make matters worse, a number of rebel sharp-shooters had secreted themselves to the 

west, …  For a time the air seemed alive with the wicked whiz of rifle balls…  Some of them 

sounded like a drop of water falling on a red-hot stove, … 

  “…I was not watching the artillery practice after the first two rounds, but I learned afterwards 

that our canister was especially destructive in the rebel ranks. Their color – bearer was cut down 

by one of the discharges, and the flag left for a time on the field in front of us.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 98-104 transcription, 45-48 handwritten. 

   

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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