
The Life of a Civil War Soldier  Kansas Historical Society © 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry 7: “Last Shot” 
 

“I now wished to join Co. D. and be with my own immediate neighbors.  

 “… On the way I saw T.J. Wallace on his grey horse; and Perry Fleshman on foot with his 

gun at trial arms, and evidently trying to get a good opportunity to shoot. I was much pleased to 

see him so earnest in his endeavor; from the fact of his having been an active pro-slavery man in 

1856. Some people had gone so far as to call Fleshman a ‘Border-ruffian’, and afterwards, ‘A 

rebel sympathizer’, but from this 22nd day of October 1864 his loyalty was unquestioned. 

 “…  From glimpses through the trees, I saw that the enemy had fallen back out of sight, from 

the prairie. My instant thought was that we had whipped them, and that they were seeking safety 

by a hasty retreat. … 

 “The prairie, and the upper part of the road were now in plain view. They were completely 

deserted. I looked to the right, and to the left. Not a rebel was to be seen…. 

 “But while we were looking, and hesitating what next to do, there came the quavering notes 

of a bugle call from over the prairie, directly in our front. But we could see nothing. About 250 

yards from us was a swell on the prairie, and a corresponding depression behind it, very much 

like the one already described, in the old corn field. 

  “We were not kept waiting. A long line of horsemen seemed to rise up in front of us on the 

prairie. First the rebel’s heads appeared; then their shoulders, and the horses, until all were fully 

revealed on the cresting of the swell. No one of our party cried: ‘Friends,’ this time. 

  “At their first appearance, our party commenced firing.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 106-116 transcription, 49-54 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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