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Entry 8: “A Change of Base” 
  

“…  The crisis was coming. I fired. The line broke into a trot; then a gallop, and a wild yell arose 

that resembled a scream, rather than a cheer. It was the Southern war – cry – the redoubtable 

‘Rebel Yell’, and our foe was coming down upon us like an approaching tornado. 

  “A squadron of cavalry can gallop 200 yards in about one half a minute. The advancing 

charge was less than that distance from us now. (Captain Bush told me long years afterward, that 

this rebel charge was one of the grandest sights he had ever seen. No doubt it was a magnificent 

spectacle, but I suffered the disadvantage of being on the wrong side, to thoroughly enjoy it. A 

single hasty glance, and I had seen all I wanted of it. 

  “… I called out to the men who were nearest me: 

  “‘Better fall back to the barn.’ 

 “…But I was sadly in error. When I reached the barn I saw instantly that the battle was lost. 

Everything seemed a chaotic mass of confusion and uproar. …I glanced across the road to where 

our line had been posted. Not a man was there, but a little farther north was a mass of horsemen, 

coming at full speed through the corn - field. They were rebels!  For the first time I was made 

aware of the appalling fact that I was lost. It struck me like a blow, and I stood for a moment 

stunned and bewildered. I could then fully realize that feeling of utter desolation and despair, so 

often described by men left to their fate on the sea, or in the desert. But the agony of it all, was 

the thought of Andersonville. It rose before me like a picture of the infernal pit. We had heard all 

about its horrors. It was a fate worse than death. Captivity and starvation seemed inevitable.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 118-124 transcription, 55-58 handwritten. 

   

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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