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Entry 9: “To Earth” 

 
“Instinctively I threw myself on my face among the old cornstalks and dried up weeds. A horse 

will not willingly tread on a prostrate man. They divided and dashed past on either side, so close 

that their hoofs nearly struck my elbows. But I was unhurt, by hoof or bullet. My head being so 

near the ground, the noise of their galloping, was prodigious. I could not estimate their numbers. 

Neither did I care. 

  “…The rebels were yelling little, if at all, as they passed me where I lay. No doubt they 

believed me killed, and left me for others to strip and plunder. Hope rose within me at the 

thought. If I could successfully simulate death, night was near at hand, and I might creep away in 

the darkness, and escape…. 

  “But my plan was frustrated. In less than half a minute, two more horsemen galloped past, 

but instead of going on after the main party, pulled, and rode back to where I lay. I was still 

breathing heavily from my little sprint, and knew well enough I should never be able to 

counterfeit death in such a condition. I would surrender and take my chances. I had said, and 

believed, that instant death on the battlefield would be far preferable to the torture and starvation 

of a Southern prison; but I somewhat modified my resolution when the test was applied.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 132-134 transcription, 62-63 handwritten. 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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