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Entry 11: “Double-Quick, you Yankee ----!!” 
 

“A captive can hardly expect very considerate treatment, but I was not prepared for the rough 

usage I was immediately subjected to. The dismounted Confederate seized my carbine sling in 

both hands, and jerked it in a hasty, violent manner over my head and shoulder…. 

 “In a moment he was back for the rest of my arms and accouterments. … 

 “The rebels in the meantime kept up a constant fire of the vilest abuse and profanity. It did us 

prisoners no harm, and very likely served as an escape valve to the boiling passions of our 

captors. Some of the rebels – the young fellows especially – seemed perfectly frantic with rage. 

They had probably just witnessed comrades mangled or killed by our fire, and wished to revenge 

their loss upon us. 

  “We soon reached the end of the lane; and as soon as we had cleared it, were halted and 

faced to the east. Behind us was a stone fence, in front of us, the common. About fifty rebel 

soldiers were guarding us. Others were now and then coming toward us, down the lane. Among 

them was one whom I took to be an officer. He came tearing along at full speed – his black eyes 

flashing with anger. 

  “He shouted as he rode up: “Shoot them!  Kill them!  They shoot our boys down in cold 

blood every time. Serve them as they serve us!” 

  “Our shrift would have been short had this man’s will been law. But the officer in command 

of our guards – to his honor be it said – interposed: 

  “‘No, these men shall not be harmed as long as I have charge of them’  From a certain 

deference in his tone and manner to the new comer. I judged the latter to be his superior in rank. 

(But there was little among these rebels distinguished officers from men, let alone the particular 

rank.) 

  “There appeared to be some little discussion among our captors. Our bloodthirsty enemy no 

doubt took part in it, and very likely still insisted on our massacre.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 148-169 transcription, 1-13 part 2 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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