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Entry 18: “Ready for the Yankees” 
 

“We suffered for want of water but not so terribly as on Sunday and Monday. The rain had left 

some water on the ground, and at one place I drank from horse tracks…. 

 “I also secured a few eatables. Turnip parings and cabbage leaves were scattered along the 

road and I gathered up a handful or so. 

 “…About noon we crossed a creek and took a short cut through the woods. Here I picked up 

two large hickory-nuts. 

  “We scrambled up a very steep bank at the edge of the woods, and found a number of 

cannons placed in position at the top, and a line of battle forming.* We were hurried on over the 

open prairie to the south. 

  “We met numerous parties of rebels returning at a trot. Half a mile from the creek, a long thin 

line stretched far across the open ground, to stop and turn back the stragglers. They halted us too, 

but immediately opened and let us go on. We marched rapidly. After a while we heard the 

thunder of artillery, and knew that the battle was begun. 

 “We heard firing off and on, for several hours afterwards. It was a running fight, as we could 

easily guess; and the rebels were seemingly hard pressed by our forces. Many soldiers passed us, 

as if to guard against a flank attack on the right. Some of the Federals were quite close to us at 

one time. John P. Mayors expressed the wish that they would charge right over us all. 

 ‘‘I would be willing to die right here, to see it done.’ He said to me in an undertone. 

 “My own feelings just then were less self-sacrificing, perhaps.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 301-304 transcription, 87-89 part 2 handwritten. 

  

 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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